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An Account ot a ots e U T E between Mr. 
Tü WII IIS, a Popih Prieft, or 
now reid 7 LO VB ON. and Mr. Jo un. 


Ig 


be: Young. Gentleman of One and Tw 


'a Gentleman Educated. in 
| ien z Addreſsd to the Moſt Reverend, Right 
_ |}. Reverend, and Reverend the CLERGY. of the. Sur N 


: LAND, part rly that Part of them who are IE 
55 niſters of- the Pariſhes of LONDON, and the Adjacent r 
Parts, proving th Danger of PoE Rx, and ſhewing he. Ng ns 
es and Mea uſed by the PI ESIS for Perverfion of the e 
9 ROTESTANTS, with feveral Inſtances of PRO TESTAN WW 
58 erted by them; and that it is now their Indi 


ſible bug . 
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By the Divine Providence, 


„ 
* * 


Primate of all ENGL AND. 
May it pleaſe: your Grace. 3 | | 5 
H E High Station in the Chuxch, to which 
the Divine Frovidence has been pleaſed to 
advance You, and that Sincere, Conſtant, and 
Chriſtian Zeal for the Proteſtant Apoſtolical 
Religion, ſo eminent in all your Conduct, 
through the whole Courſe ot your Life, ſo worthy of 
that high Stacion, ſeem naturally to direct the following 
Sheets ro Your Grace's Protection: For the _ 

| Sheets 
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©" Sheets are publiſh'd to open tlie Eyes of all Prorefants, 
_ ſee the preſent a Danger of the En 


* „ 
reoeſtleſs and unwearied Endeavours of the #own A 
__* profeſid Enemies of our Religion and Happineſs ; while = 
Might and Day, in the City and in the Country, they 


* 


_ - are advancing the Pregreſt of Pop ERV, by pet vertin 
. Flock of Chrift bo” their een Wd Lipthey 72 
which they ſo much ſucceed for want of thoſe neceſſary 
Cautions agaioſt their Cunning Deſigns, that faithful and 
- watchful Shepherds ought to give them. In this indeed 
there has been an amazing and almoſt ſtupid Supinity 
and Neglect, to the Perdition of Hundreds 
Towards the Diſcovery, and the putting a Step 
to this deſperate Evil, I have done my Part, in pub- 
liſhing this Book ; But to make it effectual, lies in the 
Breaſts of your Grace, and the other of your Brethren 
the Biſhops, and, in ſome Meaſure, of every Clergyman 
in the 'ſhree Kingdoms, by an Encouragement of Books 
of this Nature, and from the Pulpits arming all Con- 
gregations againſt the ſubrle and Cunning Inſinuations of 
the Popiſb Px I ES Ts and their Agents; on whom, to the 
Scandal of the Proteſtant Zeal, too many, at this Time, 


look with a too favourable and amicable Eye. 

Tis from the Courage, Wiſdom and Piety of ſuch 
Chriſtian Prelates as Your Grace, that the Cauſe of Gon 
mult hope for a more Manful Defence; which that You. 
may live long to give, are the hearty Wiſhes and 
Prayers of, 15 

3 Jo: Mr Loxo, . 
Tour Graces moſt Hujnbles = 15 
And Dutiful Servant, 


John Battersby, 
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Prefatory Diſcourſe, 


Written by 4 Gentleman Educated in 
the Romisn Superſtition, &c. 


GENTLE MEN, 


HE Young Gentleman, who has been tempt- 
7 © ed and attack'd by a Popisn-PRIEST and 
__© 'EBmissaRy, committing (in his neceflary 
| © Abſence from Town) the publiſhing the 
following Controverſie between him and 
s the faid Emissary to me, I thought, 

| _ *< that I cou'd not do a more grateful 
Office to ſo Pious and Learned a Clergy, than to prefix 
: thoſe Diſcoveries I have made of the unweary'd En- 
. deayours of the Enemies of our pure, and holy Religion, 
in their Inyaſions of thoſe precious Flocks, that are com- 
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| © mitted to your Charge by God, and the Lays of your 


Country. 
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FT uis ſeems the more necefary at this Time, becauſe 
there have appear'd ſome falſe Breth'ren _— us, Who 


to lull us aſleep, have endeavour'd to perſuade us, that 
we ought, to be ſecure on that fide, dh n 0 


ner of Apprehenfions of Povexy in theſe Kingdoms, 

the Enemy be fo diligent in making of Profelites,” as to 
omit no Opportunity of ſpreading their Contagion by 
every Means, that is m their Power: - Nay, when they are 


not ſatisfy d, in Contempt of the Laws, to pervert {0 
many weak Souls, but boldly triumph in their Guilt, and 
make their Boaſts (as you will find Foy the Introduction to 
the following Controverſie) of inveigling Hundreds every 
Day into their Superſtition; and of foiling ſeveral of 
your learned Body in their Diſputes with them, by which, 
as they pretend, they have gain'd not a few Converts. 
I confeſs, that it were to be wiſh'd by all true Lovers 


of the PROrESsTANT Causs, that there were not ſo great, 


and ſupine a Security evident in too many of your ve- 


nerable Body; who are content to alarm the Nation 


with imaginary Fears on one ſide, when they are wholly 
filent on that ſide, where the Danger is as much more 


dreadful, as apparent; as will be ſhown beyond all manner 


al Doubt, when you have perus'd this ſmall yet neoeſſary 
To rouſe you therefore, from this Lethargy, before 


it be too late, is the End and Aim of what I have to 


offer in this Prefatory Diſcourſe that you may from 
your Pulpit arm thoſe poor Souls (the Lofs of which 
You. muſt anſwer for to God in the laſt tremendous 
Day) with ſuch wholeſome Advice, and ſuch ſolid Argy- 
ments, as you muſt be Maſters of, againſt the Wiles, 
and artful Deſigns of ſo ſedulovs and cunning an Enemy. 
I know not by what ſtrange Fate or Infatuation it has 
happen'd, that we have all along entertain'd far more fa- 
vourable Opinions of the Papi than either their Do- 
Arines or Practice cou'd ever challenge with Reaſon from 
a People, againſt whom their Malice was never idle, when 
it was in their Power to exert it. But ſo it has been, 
that they have ever had Advocates amongſt us to leflen 
Eel S | | „ 
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e our Fears concerning them; by which 


© of Fear from their Conduct, Aims or Inclinations, till we 
found them openly aſfaulting our Church, as in the ſhort 
© Reign of James Il. But: there was nothing done, no- 


© thing attempted, nor any Thing defign'd in that Reign, 


© that was not plainly foreſeen by the wiſeſt of our Patriots, 


and Endeavours made uſe of to prevent all thoſe Evils 


long before they came upon us. Tis true, indeed, that 
© thoſe truly noble and wiſe Efforts were made to no Pur- 
-< poſe; but Gentlemen, the Reaſon was becauſe moſt of 


the Clergy, all the Court, and too many of the People, 


* wou'd not be convinc'd,. that they ought to entertain any 
Fears of Pop EAT, and a PorisH SuccesS0R; but 
© the fatal Event of this their Security, in a little 


time ſhow'd how much they were miſtaken, when, with 


Terror, they conſider d, that they had ſcarce any way left 


© to remove the. preſent Miſchiefs, which they felt, and 


8 * Þ ho a rational, and neceſſary Fear had ſo eaſily pre- 
< That true Exgliſb Parliament, that brought in the Ball 


© of Excluſion, foreſaw all that came to paſs in the Days of 


James II. and, therefore, as honeſtly as wiſely, us'd 
their Endeavours to preſerve the Nation, by a ſeaſonable 
Caution from runing the Hazard of truſting to the Juſtice 
© and Honour of a Pois Succkssok. W Ne 


But becauſe their ADDRESS to King Charles II. 


on this Occaſion is preſer vd by Sir William Temple, in the 


E K a a 


cauſe it is worded with that Energy and Zeal, that it 
may perhaps firike ſome of you, who are yet inſenſible of 
our preſent Condition, I ſhall tranſcribe it in this Place; 
© and then proced to conſider how far the Parallel will hold 
: 2 Regard of Poyzry and the Church at this very 
| 1Mme. | . | 


_ 


means we cou'd 
never be perſuaded to believe, that we had any real Cauſe 


Appendix to the Third Volume of his Memoirs, and be- 
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The Humble ADDRESS of the Houſe 

e Commons, preſented to His Majeſty, in 
Anſwer to His Majeſty's gracious: Speech 
to both Houſes of Parliament, upon the 
15th Day of December 1600. 


May it pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


E Your Majeſty's moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjects, the Com- 
mons of this preſent Parliament aſſembled, have taken into 
our ſerious Conſideration, Your Majeſty's gracious Speech to Both 
Houſes of Parliament on the Fifteenth of this inſtant December; 
and do with all the grateful Senſe of Faithful Subjects, and ſimeere 
Proteſtants, acknowledge your Majeſty s great Goodneſs to us, in 
renewing the Aſſurances Tou have been pleas d to give us, of Your 
readineſs to concur with us in any means for the ſecurity of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and Your gracious Invitation of us to make our 
de ſires known to Tour Majeſty. | rnd a 
But with Grief of Heart we cannot but obſerve, that to theſe 
Princely Offers, Your Majeſty has been advis'd (by what ſecret 
Enemies to Your Majeſty and Tour People we know not) to annex 
a Reſervation, which if inſiſted on, in the inſtance alone it is ap- 
plicable, will render all Tour Majeſty's other gracious Inclinations 
of no Effect or Advantage to us. Your Majeſty is Neg thus 
ro limit Your Promiſe of Concurrence in theſe Remedies, which ſhall 
be propos d, that they may conſiſt with preſerving the Succeſſion of 
the Crown in its due and legal courſe of Deſcent: And we ds humbly 
inform Your Majeſty, that no Interruption of that Deſcent has been 
eude avour d by us, except only the Deſcent upon the Perſon of the 
Duke of York, who, by the wicked Inſtruments of the Church of 
Rome, has been manifeſtly perverted to their Religion. And we 
do humbly repreſent to Tour Majeſty, as the iſſue of our moſt 
deliberate Thoughts and Conſultation, that for the Papiſts to have 
their Hopes continued, that 4 Prince of that Religion ſhall ſucceed 
| in 


Ne 
. 
992 —„-V 


in the: Throne: of theſe Kingdoms, i, utterly inconſiſtent wi th the 
Safety of Tour Majeſty's Perſon, the preſervation of the Proteſtant 
2 and the. Proſperity, Peace and Welfare of Tour Proteſtant 
3 hG““˙— = £7524 5 N R LO . 
That Your Majeſty's Sacred Life is in continual Danger, under 
the proſpeck of 4 Popiſh. Succeſſor is evident, not only from the 
Principles of thoſe devoted to the Church of Rome, which allow 
that an Heretical Prince ( and ſuch they term all Prote ſtant Princes) 
Excommunicated and Depoſed by the Pope, may be deſtroy d and 
murder d, but alſo from the Teſtimonies given in in the Proſecution of 
the horrid Popifh Plot, againſt divers Traytors attainted for de- 
ning to put theſe accurſed Principles into Practice againſt Your 
3 e 
| From the expectation of this Succeſſion, has the Number of Papiſts - 
in Tour Majeſtys Dominions ſo much increaſed” within theſe few 
Tears, and ſo many been prevail d with to deſert the true Pro- 
teſtant Religion, that they might be prepar d for the Favours of a 
. Popiſh Prince, as ſoon as he ſhould come to the Peſſeſſion of the 
Crown. And while the ſame expettation laſts, many more will be 
in the ſame Danger of being thus perverted. LIES” 
. This it is that has harden'd the Papiſts of this Kingdom, ani- 
mated and confe lerated by their Prieſts and Teſuits to make 4 
Common Purſe, provide Arms, make application to Foreign Pr ;nces, 
and ſolicite their Aid, for 1mpoſing Popery upon us, and all this even 
during Your Majeſiy"s Reign, and while Tour - Majeſty's Government 


— 


# 


and the Laws were our Protection. 

It is Your Majeſty's Glory and true Intereſt to be the Head 
and Protector of all Proteſtants, as well Abroad as at Home. But 
f theſe Hopes remain, what Alliances. can be made for the Ad- 
any of the Proteſtant Religion and /ntereſt, which ſhall give 
Confidence to Tour Majeſty's Allies, to je) n ſo vigorouſly with. Tour 
Majeſty, as the State of that Jntereſt now requires, while. they ſee 
this Proteſtant Kingdom in ſo much Danger of- a Popiſh Succeſſor, 
by... whom at the preſent, all their Counſel: and Attions may be 
eluded, as hitherto they have been, and by whom (if he ſhould _ 
ſucceed) they are ſure to be deſtroyd. OT =: 

We have thus humbly Laid before Your Majeſly, ſome of thoſe 
great Dangers and Miſchiefs which evidently. accompany the expe- 
ctation of a Popiſh Succeſſor, the certain and unſpeakable Evils which 
will come upon Tour Majeſty's Proteſtant Subjects and their Poſterity, . 
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| of ſuch 4 Prince ſhould inherit, are more alſo than we can well 
= dur Religion, which is now ſo dangerouſly ſhaken, will then be 
5 : totally overthrown, nothing will be left, or can be found to Pre- 
_ , MIET.RTT 
Die Execution of Old Laws muſt ceaſt, and it will be in vain 
to expef® new Ones. The moſt Sacred _— of Contratts v 
Promiſes, if auy ſhould be given, that ſhall be judged to * 
the Intereſt of a Romiſh Religion, will be vialat ed, as 35 undenia- 
ble, not only from Argument and Experience elſewhere, but from 
| the ſad Experience this Nation once had on the like Occaſi- 


In the Reign of ſuch 4 Prince, the Pope will be acknowledy'd 
Supream, ( though Fi Subjects of this Kingdom have Sworn the con- 
trary) and all Canſes, either as Spiritual, or in ordey to Spiritual 

Things, will be brought under his Juriſdiction. The Lives, Liber- 
ties and Eſtates of all ſuch Proteſtants, as value their Souls and 

* Religion more than Secular Concernments, will be adjudged For- 

* t TY „ es 
4 To all this we might add, That it appears $2 the diſtavery 
of the Plot, that Foreign Princes were invited to aſſiſt in ſecuring 
the Crown to the Duke of York, with Arguments from his great 
Zeal to Eſtabliſh Popery, and to extirpate Proteſtants (whom they 

call Hereticks ) out of his Dominions, and ſuch will eæpect per- 
formance according. „ © Rat 
We further humbly beſeec:1 Your Majeſty, in Tour great Wiſdom, 
to conſider, whether in Caſe the Imperial Crown of this Proteſtant 
Kingdom ſhould deſcend to the Duke of York, the Oppoſition which may 
poſſibly be made to his Poſſeſſing it, may not only endanger the 
further Deſcent in the Royal Line, bat even Monarchy it ſelf. 

For theſe Re aſous, we are moſt humble. Petitioners to Your molt 
Sacred Majeſty, That in tender commiſeration of Your Poor Pro- 
teſtant People, Tour Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to depart 
from the Reſervation in Your ſaid Speech, and when a Bill ſhall 
be tender d to Your Majeſty in a Parliamentary way, to diſable 
the Duke of York from inheriting the Crown, Tour Majeſty will 

give Tour Royal Aſſent thereto. And as neceſſary to fortiſy and de- 

fend the ſame, that Your Majeſly will likewiſe be graciouſly 
pleaſed to Aﬀent to an Att, whereby Tour Majeſty's Proteſtant Sub- 
jets may be enabled to Aſſeciate themſelves for the defence of Your 

| Majeſt;'s 
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1 Perſon, ib Proteſtant Religion, and the Security of Tour 


- 
n 


% Req 
jeſty, as of abſolute Neceſſity for the Safe and Peateable enjry- 
ment of our on . N 5 | 
Without theſe Things the Alliances of England will not be va- 
luable, nor the People encourag'd to contribute to Tour Majeſty s 
Service. JJ Rae au on RO BET... 
As ſome further means for the Preſervation of both our Rel;- 
gion aud Property, we are humble Suiters to Your Majeſty, that 
from henceforth ſuch Perſons only may be Judges within the King- 
dom of England and Dominion of Wales, as are Men of Ability, 
Integrity, and known Affection tothe Proteſtant Religion. And 
that they may hold both their Offices and Sallaries quam diu fi 
bene geſſerint. That [ſeveral Deputy Lientenants, and Juſtices 


of the Peace, fitly qualifyd for thoſe Empyloyments , having been of 


late diſplaced, and others put in their Room, who are Men of 
Arbitrary Principles and Countenancers of Papiſts and Popery, ſuch 
only may bear the Office of Lord- Lieutenant, as are Perſons of In- 
tegrity, and known Affection to the Proteſtant Religion. That De- 
| Lieutenants, and Fuſtices of the Peace 5 

and may be moreover Men of Ability, of Eſtates, 


! Intereſt 
in their Country. | Eon; © 


That nome may be employ d 45 Military Officers, or Officers in 


Your Majeſty's Fleet, but Men of known Experience, Courage, and 
Affection to the Proteſtant Religion. N 


Theſe Our humble Requeſts being obtained, we ſhall on our - 
part be ready to aſſiſt Your Majefty for the Preſervation of Tangier, 
and for putting Your Majeſty in ſuch a Condition, as may pre- 
ſerve Tour Majeſty's Sovereignty of the Sea, and be for the De- 


fence of the Nation. 


If Your Majeſty hath made, or ſhall make any. neceſſary Alliances 


for the Defence of the Proteſtant Religion and Intere ſt, aud ſecurity of 


this Kingdom, this Houſe wi be ready to aſſiſt and ſtand by Tour 


Majeſly in ſupport of the ſame. | | 
After this our humble Anſwer to Tour Majeſty's gracious Speech, 


pe — no evil Inſtruments whatſoever ſhall he able to leſſen Tour : 


Majeſty's efteem of that Fidelity and Affection we bear to Tour 


Majeſty's Service, but that Your Majeſty will always retain in Tour 

Royal Breaſt that favourable Opinion of us, Your Loyal Commons, 

that thoſe other good. Bills, which we have now under Conſideration, 
| | con- 


s we\. are Conflrain'd humbly to make to Your Ma- 


alſo T | 


4 
| 
| 


eonducing to the great Ends we have be 


fore mention'd 5 as) alſe all 
| Laws for the benefit and comfort of Tour People, which ſhall from 
"Time. to Time be tender'd for Your Majeſty 5 Royal Hint, ſhall find 


accept ance with Your Majeſty. - 


—_ 


Ir is more, than amazing, that ſo juſt, fo lively, and fo 
terrible a Deſcription of a Poyisn SuccsssoR, as is given 
in this Honeſt and Wiſe Addreſs, ſhon'd not have a- 
waken'd the ſtupidity of thoſe Times. What Reaſon 
the Houſe ef Commons had for what they ſaid was made 
ſufficiently evident in the Reign of King James Il, when 
the Laws were diſpens'd with to ſmooth the Way for 
© PoreRy; when the Colleges were ſeiz d, and Popiſh Teachers 
* fix'd in that of Maudlin, who taught in the very Univerſity 
of Oxford not only their Philoſe by but - Divinity; When 
the Proteſtant Biſhops were impri on'd for Petitioning, and 
the Popiſʒh Biſhops went about at Liberty in their own 
proper Habits, and the Jeſuits ſet up Schools to corrupt 
our very Children in one of the Royal Courts; when the 
Church of England was revil'd with her magnify d Do- 
ctrines of Paſſive -Ocaence and Non; Re ſiſtance, and bid ex- 
erciſe thoſe Maximes in their Practice, which they had 
contended for with ſuch Warmth in the Theory, particu- 
larly in a Book, call'd, A new Teſt of the Church of Eng- 
land's Loyalty, written by one Monſon, a Popiſh Prieſt, . _ 
Tusk were. the Evils foreſeen by this wiſe Parliament. 
and various more and greater, if the happy Revolution had 
not put a ſtop to their furious Carere; all which had 
been prevented by the Bull of Excluſion, if the Nation, and 
the King would have thought as wiſely as they did, and 
© had been but apprehenſive enough of Porzxy. * 
Bur it may be here objected, that tho* their Fears were 
„ Juſt, as was evident from the Event, yet we have by no 
© Means any Rea'on to think that our preſent Caſe is the 
© ſame or to believe, that there is at this Time any real 
© Ground to entertain ſuch Apprehenſions of Popzxy. 
Io this I muſt Anſwer that tho we have many good 
© laws againſt all the Encroachments of that Superſtition, 
© and its Agents, yet when the Execution of thoſe Laws 
is wholy negle&ed, and they are broken every Day with- 
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< out; the leaſt Notice or Proſecution, it is the ſame Thing, 
+ as if there were no ſuch Lawsbat all; for it is Execution 
that gives Life to ang bows and de Parr bong Force 
© or Validity." 3 | 

NEXT I muſt Anfwerg that, abe never can be more 


© reaſonable Grounds for the rouſing our ſelves to a Man- 


ful and Chriſtian Defence, than when our Holy Religion is 
not only ſecretly undermin'd; but openly affaulted, as will 
be plain not only from che nn 1 all give in this 
< preſent; Diſcourſe, but by the Diſpute it ſelf, before 
4 re J offer theſe Conſiderations to your Zea, ES. 
© Tran. when a Propin PRRETEND ER to this Crown is not 
< aul de fended in this: Nation, but protected by a Court 
+ ſo-near totheſe Kingdems not withſtanding al the Inſtances 
< that her Sacred Majeſty has made by her Miniſters for 
his Removal, tho“ the Prince who thus auiuciouſly ſu- 
2 3 him, is feudatory to France, and has ſo entire a De- 
* pe ndance on the French King our Allie | 
Tua when we have had the Memoirs of the en 
e de Se. George not only printed here with Impunity, but 
even in Ireland, and there moſt ind uſtriouſſy ſpread about, 
and the Agent in that Traiterous Tranſaction repreſented 
as a juſt Object of her Majeſty's Mercy, in order to ob- 
© tait a Nuli- Proſequi, as is evident from the Proceedings of 
the Honourable the Houſe of Commons of frel ant publiſh'd 
© in all, or moſt of our Prints = 
© Tux when we have — had 4 Jus Serre füt förth 
here for the PkeTENDER'Ss Right; and to prove that no 
Prince can loſe his Right to govern theſe Nations, by 


bis being a Papiſt, expreſsly contrary to our known Acts 


of Parliament, chat declare à Papiſt incapable of Succeed - 
ing, or Reigning in theſe Kingdoms. 

Wurd the Poſt-Boy ſhall tell us, Detwnbow: 3th, that 
there isa Pardon pals'd' the Seals for one Author who 
© has written expreſsly againſt the Proteſtant Succeſſion in 
the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, and other Authors an 
of the fame; Treaſon go about unmbleſted. 

„Tuan when a Volume in Folio is publiſn'd in the 
0 © Gazette, and ſold publickly in the Bookſellers- Shops to 

© prove! the Title of the PAETENDE Rz and em to inva- 
6 Mchake⸗ that of her e 57018 
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„ Tran; when. to: reduce all theſe Deſigns to Action, Men 
t bave been actually lifted: in Freland for the Hwnch: King, 
with an Aſſürante, that they ſhon'd - ſex. the Young King, 

© as is-evident from the Affidavit of MURPHY. ©. 
Tui when the Examiner notwithſtanding all this ſhall 
not only ridicule our Fears, and Apprehenſions of Porzry, 
but [repreſent them as Cauſeleſs, nay Seditious, and di- 
| '* realy againſt the Miniſtry. tho I confefs, that I cannot 
imagine, that any greater Affront, and Indignity ean be 
offerd the Miniſtry, than to 3 ainly to 
© declare, as he does, that to write againſt Porzxv, is 
to write againſt them. God forbid that the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and Succeſſion, and our Laws, Liberties, and Lives: 
fſhou'd be in ſo deplorable a Condition” as the Exæuminer 
Bur it is no wonder, that the Preſent Miniſtry ſnould feel 
< ſome Effects of his Malice, who has been ſo impudent in 
* reviling, and traducing ſome of the brighteſt Characters 
of the Laß, for it is enough to raiſe his Clamorous In- 
< dignation, to be, or have been made Choice of by the 
© Queen, as the moſt eminent Objects of her Favour. 
© Tno* the Characters of the Preſent Miniſtry are too Con- 
ſpicuous, and too well known (as Zealous ſor the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion, and Religion, and the Laws, and Li- 
© berties of their Country) te be capable of being miſre- 
« preſented by him to Men of judgment, and Senſe, yet 
the Examiner being fo careſs'd\ by the Porrn and Jacorire 
Party, and daily read, and extoFd by the Gentlemen of 
that Kidney, it may too much encourage the Champions. 
of Rome, by making them fancy themſelves ſuch Fa- 
vourites of the Miniſtry, as to give new Life to their At- 
tempts, and ſo by Conſequence juſtly heighten our Fears, 

and Apprehenſions of PoPRRT? T N 

© Can there be any Time when Popz RT is more to be 
fear d, than when the very Bulwarks, and great Champions. 
Sof the Church of England are publickly abus'd in Print, 
for Writing againſt, and expoſing thoſe Superſtitions of the 
* Paveisrs, which are at this Day publickly practis'd in theſe . 

Kingdoms? For this has been the Fate of the Right Re- 
< yerend the Biſhop of St. Afaph on his writing the Life. 
of St. Winifred, to whoſe Well the PapisTs reſort in the 
open Face of Day, and perform their Pilgrimages 2 
a 1 &=. 
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VVV „ 
© Devotions, without any manner of Diſguiſe. Let any 
Man conſult the Examiriers-upory this: ſubject, and then 
< fairly decide, whether there be not a juſt: and rational 
© Ground to be apprehenſive of PopERRx, when it has ab- 
e tain'd ſo Publick and well known an 
© Exatniner 2 00G IE 0 HT, ? 
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Non has the Right Reverend the Biſhop! of Salisbury 
 eſcap'd/ with fewer Inſults from the Party, notwithſtand- 
. © ing the many exemplary Charities he has perform d, and 
that indefatigable Application to the Difcharge of the Duty 
of a conſeientious Prelate, acknowledg d byhis very Enemies 
< themſelves, becauſe he, like a prudent and good Prelate, 
© declaFd againſt admitting ſuch ignorant Fellows into holy 
© Orders, whoſe Want of Abilities might betray the | Po; 
team Cauſe, inſtead of defending" it againſt: the Attacks 
of ſo buſy, and cunning an Enemy, as is daily employ'd 
© to deceive and miſlead their Pariſhioners Nor has this 


Learned Biſhop been exempt trom the Malice of the Exa- 


© ininer Ca conſtant Enemy to the Enemies of Porery, and 
as conſtant à Friend to its Friends) on Account of his 
* Preface to the Third Volume of the Hiſtory of the Re- 
formation, particulary in Examiner, November 23. In which 
Examiner there is likewiſe an Advertiſement of a Book 
_ © writtew againſt him by AGfo-Saruns, - which in plain Eng. 
© liſh is by à Hater ot the Biſbap of Sarum. Lis true, that 
there is fo lictle Modeſty and Chriſtianity in the Title, 
and ſo little Senſe in the Book, that the Impotence of 
the Scribley is only diſcover d by his-Eflay. But ho can 
ve exped Honour, Candour; or Rea ſon from the avow'd 
© Produſt of Har el 917 040% e a JCF 
Bor who are the Haters of this-venerable Father of ove 


© Church, this Champion againſt Po?rry, but Papiſts and Ja- 


© cobites ? Who can never forgive the-laudable ſhare he had 
© in putting a ſtop to the vio ent Progreſs. of Portxy and 
* ArBITARY POWER, Which once before, more barely and openly 
khan at preſent, made their Attacks on the Proteſtant Re- 
* ligion, and the Laws and Liberties of our Country; when 
* Paſſive-Obedience and Nun - Ne ſiſtance (to make way for them) 
were ftrain'd ſo far, as to require a ſilent Surrender of 


our Religion and Laws to the Prince. For Doctrines of this 


$ Tennor can tend to no other End, or conclude in any 


* 


dvocate as che 


Thing 
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a Thing leſs dangerous and deſtruttive- And may very 
I juſtly, therefore, raiſe our Fears of PopgRT and SLAveRY. - 
_ © Can there be any Time when we ought to be more ſuſ- 
*. piczons of the Deſigns of the Papiſts, than When their Ad- 
_ wvocate the Examiner on the 29th of January laſt; ſhall diſ- 
cover ſo plain a Deſign of lulling us aſleep from the moſt 
* apparent» Danget of Porzay, by telling us that the Rxvo- 
uriod it ſelf was the Effect of meer Jealouſies and 
Fears notwithſtanding all thoſe undiſguis'd Steps taken by 
King James, for the Eftabliſhing. the Church of Rome in 
1 HI Nations and the-extirpating-the-Church of Eng- 
/ , aff. gre V 
e there be any Time, when we ought to be more 
<. apprehenſive. of Poetry, than when its Agents are ſo in- 
duſtrious in their Endeavours to reconcile too many to a 
« Po?isH PRETENDERR, by inſinuating, that he is now (by 
Miracle) become a Proteſtant tt: 
Bur, Gentlemen, you have too much good Senſe, are 
© Maſters. of too much Underſtanding. to be betray'd to- 
< Remiſineſs by ſo very fond a Credulity; you may have 
heard, and ſure net a Few of you do know, that the 
Pork can allow of diſſembling of Religion to attain his 
© Ends. King James II. Was an undeniable Proof of this 
„Truth. For he not only pretended to be a Proteſtant til} 
after his Acteiſion to the Throne, but proſecuted an 
| eminent Citizen of Lendon, who had an Exorbitant Fine 
F © laid upon him, only for ſaying that he was a Pavisr. Can 
you believe, that his pretended Son is leſs inſtructed in the 
* Wiles and Arts; of the Pop:ſb Religion, than King James? 
Or can you with the leaft ſhadow of Reaſon give the leaſt: 
Credit to ſo ſudden, and unaccountable a Change in the 
+ PRETENDER, Without any means of Information, or any 
previous Doubts of that Faith, in which he had been bred 
« trom his Infancy, and inſtructed with all the Care and 
Application of thoſe, whole Intereſt it was to keep him 
firm to that; Religion, in which: he was confirm'd by t be 
- V laſt dying Words ot his ſuppos d Father? And thoſe Solemn 
Adjurations of the Dying, which uſe. to. ſtrike into the - 
IH Minds of moſt Men, eſpecially more with thoſe of the Young, 
1 not yet weaken'd in their Biggotry, by any Political Confi- 


1 


[ _ & gerations, are not ſo eaſily thrawaoft. Can you therefore, 
444 1 4 3 © after. 
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* after all this, believe him in an Inſtant a ſincere Prote- 
« ſtant? This wou'd be a degree of Stupidity beyond al} = 
that ever merited the Name of Credulity in its wildeſt © | 
Senſe. No, Gentlemen, as it is evident, that he puts on 
that Mask only to deceive thoſe, who ſhall be ſo mon- 
ſtruouſly weak, as to put any Confidence in it, ſo you 
ought. with the greater Vigour, with the greater Watch- 
fulneſs, with the greater Zeal to expoſe the Impieties of 
that Religion, that by ſuch ſiniſter Means and Arts is en- 
deavouring to under mine the Chriſtian Church of England; 
and to make you, ber very Teachers, the abandon'd In- 
ſtruments of its helliſh Defign, For ſhou'd he for our 
Sins (which God of his infinite Mercy avert) ever attain 
the Poſſeſſion of theſe Nations, he wou'd then throw off 
the Vizor, and with à Foreign Army of Pavrisrs, not with 
a Proteſtant Army of Engliſhmen, like James II. declare him- 8 
ſelf a Pals FH ; nor wou'd he forget your ancient Zeal and 
Writings againſt Porsry, nor your modern and unanimous 
Declaration to her preſent Majeſty, of making a ſtand a- 
gainſt it again, when ever it ſhou'd appear. But he wou d 
loon put it out of your Power to make a ſtand againſt, 
or reſiſt his open Endeavours, being now dleſtitute of all 
Foreign Help to relieve you from ſuch tremendous Evils, 
cas are; foretold in the Addreſs, and. which nothing but 
your own, Credulity had brought upon ou. | 
Ir is true, that while ſuch able, and ſuch honeſt Heads 
are at the Helm, our Danger is the leſs; but alas! they 
are but Men, we-are not ſure of their Lives even for one 
Moment! they are Men, and therefore muſt die, and 
Heav'n can only tell how ſoon ! But whether thoſe, who 
may ſucceed them may have the fame, or. equal. Abilities, 
Honour, Religion, or Honeſty, who can aſſure. us? It 
is poſſible, that Men may come into their Places who may. 
not regard the Good of the Publick, but be wholly intent 
on their own private and immediate Gain; who may be- 
come Penſioners to the Mighty ahout us; or may ſacrifice. 
all to their Hatred and Revenge. Hiſtory has given us. 
Examples of Men in great Power, that out of ſome pe- 
culiar View have ſurrender'd their Country, their Religi- 
on and Laws to Infidel invaders. To inſtance only in 
Count Julian, who call d the Moors into Spain, and Pee 
: © CALLE: 
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| © ated all that Country for ſeveral Hundred Years toMa- + 
© hometiſm, only to revenge the Affront put upon him by the 
0 King's debauching his Daughter. 
12 25 Pow is often attain'd by Cunning, or by odd Circum- 
br. - * © ſtances of Things, by Men of little Capacities. or leſs 
Moderation; and who have not the Command of their 
Paſſions, but to gratifie them wou'd ſtick at no means, 
tho? never ſo detrimental to the Publick. Our Happi- 
neſs therefore in the preſent Miniſtry being of fo frail, and 
uncertain a Nature, Can there be any Time more proper 
to arm Mens Minds againſt. the deſperate Af/aults of 
PoPxRY,. than this, when it threatens us from ſo many 
/ HED 7 oy WEE, © 
© Can you be ſupine, and ſecure againſt all Fears of 
Porr, when the Popiſh Prieſts, and Emiſſaries go publickly 
about to make Proſelites to their Impiety, thoꝰ it be known 
to be High Treaſon by the Laws of this Land? When 
there are ſo many Popiſh Chappels pon frequented e- 
very Day by Thouſands of that Religion? When in Lan- 
caſhire they have their Maſi-Houſes almoſt as barefac'd as 
in the Time of James II. when the Popiſh Seminaries a- 
broad ſend Yearly freſh Miſſionaries into England to en- 
creaſe their Harveſt? EE DES, EF. 
Wur all theſe Things are as evident as the Sun at 
Noon in a clear Day, certainly it can be no Crime againſt 
Reaſon, Religion, and the State, to apprehend the Deſigns 
of the Prieſts and P.ogreſs of Portry. F” 
© Bur to clear this Point from the modern Imputation of 
meer Clamour, I ſhall proceed to a ſhort Conſideration of 
the following Sheets, which gave Occaſion for this Pre- 
tatory Diſcourſe, and which being Fact, will, I hope, be 
motive ſufficient to make you as watchful for the Preſer- 
vation of the Souls of your ſeveral Flocks from the In- 
fection of Portry, as thoſe Prieſts and Emiſſaries continu- 
ally ſhow themſelves in promoting the Contagion. So that 
your Pariſhoners may from your Pulpits be ſtrengthen'd 
in their Faith, and arm'd againſt the Wiles of theſe de- 
vouring Foxes, who'compaſs Sea and Land to make one 
Proſelite, and when he is made, they make him twofold 
more a Child of Hell than themſelves. Mat. 23. 15-. And 


© ſuch 
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fuch are moſt of the Converts they mak e, as will be plain 
„ d JO TR 
+ GentLemen, this is ho Party Cauſe, there is nothing 
of Whie and Tory in this Difpute; it is only PROTESTNT 
< and Pavrsr;. it is only a Warning to put you in Mind 
<© what your Enemies are doing, and to rouſe your Religion, 
and neceſſary Zeal to act like true Sons of the Church of 
England, who have been ſo eminent a Bulwark againſt 
© PopeRY, that when that falls, or loſes its old Chriſtian 
« Zeal, it is to be fear'd, that the Proteſtant Cauſe will be 
< loſt. This Church (Gentlemen pray ferioully obſerve me) 
is now in your Hands, if you guard it like Chriſtians, as - 
your venerable Predeceffors have done, you may tranſ- 
< mit it to your Children, if you do not, the God of Truth 
* will require their Perdition at your Hands; and you muſt 
© anſwer for it at the moſt terrible judgment Seat of Jeſus 
© Chriſt, where no vain Plea of Parties, or Sublunary Aims 
© will be regarded, unleſs it be to aggravate your Condem-- 
nn 
Tung ate in Europe the following Semigaries or Col- 
< leges for the Educating the Fngliſi Youth in Porrry, and 
for the fitting out Prieſts or Miſſionaries for theſe Na- 
© tions, Lon ER rod e e 
To begin with Rome, Here is an Engliſh College of 
"© Seculars, tho' under the Direction cf the Feſuirs, and 
© here are ſcarce any bred but ſuch, as are defign'd for 
© Prieſts, and make, by the polit ck management of the 
Fathers of the Society, the moſt ſtupid of the Miffion. 
Ax Paris there is a Monaſtry of Engliſh Benedict ine 
© Monks, which affords ſome Labourers in the Miſſion, or | 
is never without ſome of its Body in that Office here in 
< Britain. | „ | „ 
Tux is a College of Engliſh Seculars in Lisbon, where 
Gentlemen, but moſtly . Prieſts, have their Education and 
Inſtructions. 3 * 1 | 
Ar St. Omers there is a. College of Engliſh Jeſuits, the 
* moſt numerous of any of our Nation abroad, and thoſe 
* who enter into their Fraternity go to Study Philoſophy, 
and Divinity at Liege, where they have another College: 
5. peculiarly reſtrain d to the Members of their Order. | 
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© naries of Engliſh of any other Place; for here is firſt a 


„College under the Direction of the Secular Prieſts, 
which in my Time, contain'd about Fourſcore Students, 
© beſides Profeflors and Superiors. Here is likewiſe a Col- 
lege of Engliſh Monks, which then conſiſted of about Forty 
© Students, beſides the Monks. In this ſame Univerſity 
there are more, a Scr, College of Jeſuits, and an Triſb 
College, and a Fryary of Engliſh Franciſcans. n. 
© Bxs1Des. theſe Ten Colleges, 1 have heard of a Mo- 
naſtry. of Monks at Lamſpring, in Germany, and. there 
may be more of which I have never yet had any Account. 
Tho! it ſeems to me, that if there were no more, than 
theſe Ten: Seminaries, to fill theſe Nations with Popiſ - 
Teachers, they ought to be. ſufficient. to give us a juſt 
ground. of Alarm, and to make us ſo far awake from our 
Lethargy, as to enquire what all this Multitude of Miſſio- 
naries are ſent. hither to do, and what they are doing 
© We muſt here | kewiſe conſider, that thefe are Hives, 
that harbour no Drones at this Time of Day; there is 
ſcarce one permitted to enjoy a Recluſe and Monaſtick 
Life; No, they muſt all take their Turn into the Har- 
veſt, and uſe their utmoſt Endeavours not only to pre- 
ſerve the Flocks, which they find at their coming, but 
to encreaſe them all Ways, that are pract icable, and with 
all their Induſtry and Application. 
Jo promote this great Buſineſs of perverting theſe Na- 
tions to PorzRY, there are ſuch Maxims infus'd into e- 
very Part of the Body, into Women as well as Men, 
Layety as well as Clergy, that this Zeal of making Pro- 
ſelites ſpreads. to every Member of the Romiſh Commu- 
nion. For they are all taught to believe, that ail, who 
die in the Proteſtant: Religion are certainly damn'd. Add 
to this, that they are at the ſame time taught to be- 
lieve, that to get over a Soul to their Church, is not 
only the higheſt A& of Charity, but as highly Meri- 
© torious. JJ 8 
© Burt beſides theſe general Endeavours to promote the 
© Common Cauſe, the Je fats (a formidable Body here as well 
© as in other Parts of Europe, having no leſs, than 7o00oo I. 
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a Year in this wor, 1-4 have à Party of Ladier' Miſſo- 
nary, Who are call'd Fille Devores, and who are immedi- 
ately under the Direction of the Fathers of the Socizry, 
and are, as it were, peculiarly” devoted to the promoting 


their Intereſt, not only among the Romaniſts, but among 


the Proteſtants likewiſe, by inveigling poor iguorant Wo- 
men, with whom, in all Diſguiſes, they come acquainted : 
And it they can by any Acts or Contrivance infinuate any 
Doubts into thoſe, with whom they converſe, the pood 
En are ready to give the finiſhing Stroke ro the 
OTA: 5 -* | ED et 

© Ir wou'd be tedious to give a particular Hiſtory of 
every Convert, whom they have made in a few Years, 
and it wou'd be attended with many Difficulties, which 
cou'd not be vanquiſh'd without alarming the Party, who 
are all oblig'd to conceal Particulars, which may be of ſuch 
dangerous Conſequence to their Lives, if they ſhou'd meet 
with Proſecutors. I ſhall therefore content my ſelf with 
a very ſhort Account of a Few, that came lately and ac- 
cidentally to my Knowledge. . 11 | 
* One Elizabeth Edmondſon, a young Woman, of poor but 
honeſt Parents, and ſhe as zealous and conſtant Church- 
Woman *till about a Quarter of a Year ago, ſhe heard a 
certain Miniſter of a Pariſh not far from London (whoſe 
Name in regard to his Character and Reputation | do not 
mention) tell his Congregation, in the Pulpit, That it 
were to be wiſh'd, that the Diſcipline of the Church of England 
wou'd admit of Confeſſion, This abſurd (if not impious Ex- 
preſſion) ftruck the young Girl with Doubts of her Faith, 
eſpecially in that, and other Particulars ariſing from that 
and theſe Doubts were ſoon made uſe of to her Perverſſon 
by one Mrs. Clark (an old Woman, and doubtleſs a Fe- 
male Porisn Emissary) living in Wild-fireer, who in leſs 
than a Quarter of a Year, by the Aſſurance of ſome of the 
Fathers, has brought her to that abſolute Dependance on 
the Word of the Prieſt, that ſhe declar'd before more 
than my ſelf, That if the Prieſt ſhou'd tell ber, that the 
Oaken Table was made of Gold, or that a black Crow was 
white ſhe won d believe him, For why ( faid Me) ſnouw'd 
a Preiſt tell me a Lye? Of ſuch, as theſe are their Con- 
verts made. > FF 1 | + 
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Enemy to p | proffer d to write down, 
; © Reaſons. againſt, the Popiſh Superſtition, that ſhe might ſhow 


= <; them. to her Pfirsr, but ſhe aftur'd me ſhe cou'd, remem- 
f © ber/them, and wou'd conſult the Pxizsr about them; but 
| {f 


I have not ſince heard any thing of or from her. 


| 1 mention this Account (of which 1 have ſufficient 
| © Vouchers) the rather, becauſe, if theſe Papers ſhou'd 
} chance to fall into the Hands of that Divine, who was ſo- 
| * imprudently fond of this Diſcipline of Porzxy, he may 
Wl. ©. ſee the great Scandal he has given, by an Expreſſion (to 
= < ſpeak the ſofteſt of it) ſo very indiſcreet, and repent of- 
18 | © the Evil, he has done, in loſing one Soul from the Flock. 
* ES © of Chriſt. And indeed it ſeems ſomething unaccountable,. 
wt that this very Divine ſhou'd be angry. with. the Diffenters 
ql; © for not entirely acquieſcing in every Particular. of the 
[ © Diſcipline of the Church, when he himſelf ſhall thus pub- 
Fl c lickly from the Pulpit arraign the ſame. Diſcipline as de- 
If ; fective, in not admitting one of the greateſt Abuſes of 
ih the Romisn Superſtition. „ 


Inis ought to be a Warning to our young hot Divines, to 
© weigh thoroughly what they deliver from the Pulpit, when 
* ſuch Evil Conſequences may follow, and when the Enemy. 
b | is ſo vigilant, and ready every. where to take Advantage 
—_.  -- of their Miſtakes, and to improve them in this manner to 
| r 3 
© In the Introduction to the following Diſpute you will 
find, that the PRIEST, or Romisn EissARY, Mr. Thomas Wills. 
made his Boaſts to Mr, Battersby, that he had gainꝰd two 
young Ladies by confuting the above- mention'd Divine, 
both in an Oral and Written Diſpute; Nay, he was tran- 
© ſported to ſay. farther, that he thought timſelf able to 
convert all Mankind, that wou'd but enter into a Diſ- 
puts with him. A. Confidence ariſing, no doubt, from his- 
frequent Succeſs with the Ignorant. But the following 
Sheets will, I believe, convince the World, that this mighty 
Goliab bas met with a young David, who has ſhewn how. 
very Weakly grounded his Vanity Was. I 
5 . * oh 


— ͤ 
Ir is remarkable that Mr: Mir, in his Letter to Mr. 
gHarteraby, of the 5th of January, has theſe Words, — If 
Truth be the Thing cumended for, I cannot ſte why the Method 1 
c proper ſhou'd be rejected for the EXPERIENCE I have 
had afſures me, that it 1s the neareſt way to it. 
The Experience, he ſpeaks of ſhows, that he has been an 
© induſtrious Man in his Way, for that implies 4 frequent 
© Repetition of the ſame Method, which he had found ſo 
_ © ſucceſsful, His Friends indeed bragg, that he has conyert-- 
© ed his Hundreds; and if one of their Agents has made 
© ſuch a Progreſs, what may we fear from ſo many Thouſands; 
< with which this Town and Nation do ſwarm? ls it not 
+ Time to inftru& your Congregations well, when their Tg- 
© norance makes them ſo eaſy a Prey to their Adverfaries, 
©, who, in Reality, have ſo little to ſay for their Cauſe, as is 
„plain from what this Champion of theirs has urg'd in the 
JJC ==: 3 
© F ſhall not here intermeddle with the Diſpute, for I 
think the young Gentleman has confuted him beyond a | 
* reaſonable Reply; and ſufficiently prov d, that the Me- 
© thod he has taken was perfectly juſt, and the Queſtion he 
has propos d eflentially the firſt, that can come under their 1 - 
© Confideration. For it is beyond all manner of Contro- 1 
verſie, naturally the firſt, becauſe the very Proof of the 
< Being of a God depends on the Certainty of the Senſes, 
< judging of their Proper Objects; for from them we de- 
rive the the primitive Notices of Things, and if they 
can deceive us in their proper Objects in their true Po- 
© ſition, then we are not certain of any Thing at all, and 
by Conſequence muſt doubt of the the very Being of God 
© Himſelf; and then what ſignifies it to talk of the Church, 
the Infallible Church when there can be no Proof of any 
© Church, or any Religion at all. To ſuch a State of Infi- 
© delity does the Eſſential Doctrine of the Church of Rome 
of Neceſſity reduce us. h | —_ 
Bor to return from this Digreſſion.— There is one 
Mr. Watſon, the Son of a Country Miniſter, whoſe Father 
© leaving ſeveral Children behind him, a Charitable good 
Lady of Yorkſhire took him into her Care, and ſent him | 
* up to London, and fix'd him in a Houſe, where he was i 
| 2 D 2 provided | 


Pi % io 


i [4.-48.) SO 
«© provided with all Things necefliry and decent, in order 
to improve his Education at the Pious Lady's Expence. 

= - Hr had not been long in this Town, when he fell into 

|  . © ſome Popiſh Acquaintance (for in every-Place, and Con- 
« yerſation almoſt, you will find ſome of them mingling)- 
© who taking Advantage of his Youth (as being but Eighteen 
© Years old) and his Ignorance, inſinuated- Fears into him, 
that he ſhou'd be damn'd if he did not turn Reman Catholick, 
< Whenever any Friend enquires of him who perverted him 
he ſtops the enquiry by telling him, that he has been con · 
© yvinc'd only by reading. 2 FC 
_ © Burt we muſt conſider, that it is one of the Popiſh Arts, 
© to lend ſuch Books to young People, that with Plaufibility 
© enough, may raiſe Scruples and Doubts in thoſe, who 
know little, which when the Prieſts are ready to render 
© of Uſe to their Perverſion, while they inſinuate thus far 

e into their good Graces, as to gain them to a perfect Con- 

< fidence in them, ſo to cut off all Retreat, which by con- 
© ſulting any Proteſtant Divine in ſuch Difficulties, _ they 
© wou'd certainly fing. . 
Tunis Frenzy has ſo effectually work'd it ſelf into this 
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© unfortunate Youth, that for fear of being damn'd in the 

© Church of England, he has thrown off all the Tyes of Gra- 

© titude to his Patroneſs, and refuſes to comply with her 

© Commands of returning into the Country. But he chuſes 
© rather here to run the Riſque of diſobliging any Body than 
the Prieſt. 8 e 

x War need I give more Inſtances (tho* I can) of a 
Thing fo notorious, and which they are not ſollicitous of 

© concealing, ſince they make it their Boaſts, that their 

© Church daily encreaſes in theſe Kingdoms, by the Acceſ- 

© fion of Hundreds, and when they bear them in Triumph 

= _. * publickly to the Maſs - Houſes, And yet the Examiner has 
* the Front to endeavour to perſuade us, that our - Appre- 

© henhons of Poytky are Vain and Seditious. | . 
< | will not mention Mr. Battersby, whoſe Youth promis'd 

© them their uſual Succeſs, ſince his good Seuſe and Religion 
© have preſerv'd him from their Corruption; and becauſe 
« you will find the whole Account of that Matter from his 
© own Hand, in the Introduction. 
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| te 
, © ArxzR what has been ſaid. and the Fed ſo evidently” 
c prov'd, is it not a miſerable, Thing. to hear too many of. 
© our Pulpits.reſounding with Party and Political Diſputes. 
among our ſelves, while Portxy. ſmiles at our Folly, and, 
goes on quietly and triumphantly, and little or no Notice 
© taken of it, by thoſe ta whole Care our Religion is com- 
< mitted 3. and that at a Time, when it is thus openly. and 


© daily affaulted in the View of our Teachers, and in the 


Face of the Law. 


Bs not therefore terrify'd from preaching againſt PoERx, 


© by any Fear of diſobliging the MixssrRy ,, or-imagin, that 


you ſhall render your ſelves obnoxious to them, and ſo 
injurious to your Preferment,, or Loyalty, (as ſome, - 
© are pleas'd to miſcal it) do not believe the Examiner, he 


* prov 


< falſely and ſcandalouſly abuſes. the Miniſtry; for tis a PRo- 
© TESTANT, not a PoPish, Ainiſtry; a Miniſtry for the Proteſtant 


© SUCCESSION in the the Houſe of HNO VER, not in the New 


* Proteſtant PRRTENDER. You cannot therefore oblige the Ai. 


J 


nꝝiſtry more, than by preaching againſt PopERTY, by that 


© means to open the Eyes of the People to ſee the Danger 


— 


of the Church from a Popiſh, or what's all one, a falſe Pro- . 


1 —H⁰ MPM Pm 32 
Bur if it really were ſo, as the Examiner ſays it is, and. 


© that the preſent Miniſtry wou'd be angry indeed at you 
* for preaching againſt Poyzxy, which ſure no Man but the 
Examiner will dare to think, much leſs. affirm, then. your 
Duty calls the more earneſtly on you to make that ſtand 
© againſt PoytRY, which you aſſur d the World in your Ad- 
© dreſs you wou'd whenever again it ſhou'd appear. For 


© when can it appear more terrible, and fuller of iminent 


© Danger, than when ſo far under the Protection of the Ad- 


© miniſtration, as to make thoſe Criminal, who ſhall ſpeak, 


7 
* 
* 


e write, or preach againſt it? As the Examiner aflerts - 


© that it now is? Cry therefore aloud and ſpare not; it is 
© your ſureſt Way to Preferment here, and to Salvation 


6 hereafter. i 


© You can give no greater Teſtimony of your Loyalty to 


c your Queen, whoſe Life is in more iminent Danger 


from their Principles and Practice, than that of King 
Charles s was, tho? ſo much apprehended by ſo wiſe a Houſe 
* of Commons, as drew up the former Addreſs, and — i: 

| | : Ore- . 


9. 
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< Foreſight was confirm'd in every Particular in che Reign 
< of that Popiſh Succeſſor, whom they fear d. This is the on 

© Cyiſis of their Cauſe; their Eyes are on the PRETENDRRK fo 
l © near them, and the Proteſtant Succeſſor's fo far off, that Her 

0 < Sacred Majefty ſeems almoſt the only Bar to cheir Hopes 
10 BE. © and Defires. If thereſpre you won'd prove your ſelves 

Loyal, cry alond, and ſpare not, you can come to no Damage; 

_ © you muſt fd all Encouragement; for we have a Proteſtant 

* Church of England Queen, we have a Pre Church of 
England Miniſtry, we have a Proteſtant Church. of England 

* Houſe of Lords, and Commons, who all, by an infallible 

7 © Conſequence muſt ee pleas'd, and fatisfy'd with 
| your Zeal againſt Porzxy: Your Dioceſans are Proteſtant 
© Church of England Prelates — and muſt applaud your Zeal 

« againſt your old Enemy Poytxy, God is the Supream Head 

of your Church, who has declar'd himſelf a Hater of 1dolarry, 


e 


© and muſt therefore be pleas'd with your Zeal againſt the 
* Tdolatrous Churth of Rome, FF 
So that by preaching againſt Porzxy, you render your 
+ ſelves agreeable both to God and your Country, and diſ- 
_ © oblige none but Pacobites, and Papiſts, the Pop and the 
© Devil; With whom you have always had, and ought to 
* © have, a glorious, perpetual, and Chriſtian Warfare. 
* © In this you will imitate the Apoſtles, and Martyrs, and 
© the Fathers of the purer Times of Chriſtianity; who were 
© all zealous againſt Idolatry leſs direct than that now pra- 
© Qis'd in the Church of Nome, and keep up that venerable. 
Character, your pious and learned Predeceflors have ob- 
* tain'd in all the Proteſtant World. Cry therefore à loud againſt 
Pope ry and Ag not, your Duty, Your Religion demand it, 
God and Man require it at your Hands. ee 


The End of the Prefatory Diſcourſe. 
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Alarm to Prote/ 


SHALL not detain the Reader with any needleſs Cir- 
cumſtances, but ſhall only juſt give the Riſe, or Oc- 
caſion of the following Diſcourſe. | 

Some extraordinary. Buſineſs calling me to London, 


it was my Fortune- to lodge in the Houſe of a very honeſt: 


Man,inwhich there were Lodgers of ſeveral Religions. Among 


the reſt, with whom my Refidence here ſoon. brought me 


acquaint= 
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1 VV 
acquainted, was a young Gentle woman bred by her Parents 
in the ſtricteſt Biggotry of the Church of Rome. The mo- 
deſt and prudent Conduct of this young Woman made me 
-wiſh- my ſelf able to convince her of the Idolatrous Errors 


o 


of that Religion, and reconcile ber to the Church of 


1 ſoon found that all that ſhe: knew of her Religion was, 
that ſhe was to believe, as the Church believ'd 5 that is, as 
the Prieſt thought fit to tell her; and that to urge her to 

give a Reaſon of her Belief of any Particuleg , was enly to 


provoke her to a Paſſion, not Silence, or any Diffidence in 
her Cauſe. And tho' ſhe cou'd not ſay much for her Re- 


ligion her ſelf, yet, ſhe wou'd recommend Two or Three 
Books to my Peruſal, which wou'd infallibly convince 


me of the Errors of the Church of England, and lead 


me to a firm Belief in the Doctrines of the. Churth of Rome. 
But if you think fit (ſaid ſne) Iwill bring you to a Gentle- 
man, who will confute all the Tenets of your Religion, 
and prove them to he not only without any manner of 
Foundation, but alſo ſo very abſurd, that no Man of Reaſon 
can have the leaſt confidence in them.  _ | 

[ told her that I wou'd wait on her whenever ſhe pleas'd 
to the Gentleman ſhe mention'd, and hear what he had to 
ſay in Proof of ſo notable an Aſſertion; for indeed it feem'd 
ſomething extraordinary, to hear thoſe who rejected the Au- 
thority of Reaſon, and the Uſe of our Senſes in Religious 
Debates, aſſerting, that their Opinions only were worthy a 
Man of Senſe and Reaſon. ROT 

I think it was on the 5th of November, when I had this 
Diſcourſe with the the young Lady, and as near as I can 
remember the 11th of the ſame Month, when we went to- 
gether about Seven in the Evening to Mr. Willis Quar- 
ters; Who, as we were coming away, he not being at home, 
came in, and the Lady immediately addreſs'd him in this 
manner. | V \ 
Six (ſaid ſhe) I have brought a Gentleman with me to be 
Tatisfy'd in ſome Points of the CaTyoLick RELIGION. 
Mr. Willis ſeeming eager of his Prey, as he then be- 
liev'd me, order'd a Fire to be immediately lighted in a 
little Back Room, which I am apt to believe he eſteems, 
as it were, Sacred to his Triumphs, many Proteſtants ha- 

: | | ving 
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> 
ving (as I have been credibly inform'd). been perverted to 
PoyzxY in that little Appartment. n. 
Tux uſual Ceremonies being over, and we all being ſeated, 
he began in this manner. 5 1 
Brn, ſaid he, I wonder to ſee People groping and ſeeking 
every Day after the Truth, when it is ſo eaſily. found, 
nor is it leſs ftrange how any Proteſtant, that is maſter 
of any tolerable Reaſon, can have Confidence in a Religion 
ſo falſe and abſurd, and really without all manner of Foun- 
dation, as that, which you call the Proteſtant Religion. 
Tur Proteſtants harbour wrong Notions of the Church 
ot Rome. For they call her the Scarlet Whore of Ba- 
bylon, Cc. and rail at the Superſtition and Idolatry of. that 
Church, which when we come to examine are found to be 
quite falſe and groundleſs. : e Þ 
Bur, Sir, added he, before we can pretend to argue on 
any Points of Religion, we muſt firit of all lay down a 
Reaſon why we are Chriſtians —more than we are Jews, 
Pagans, or Mahometans We are therefore Chriſtians, con- 
tinu'd he, becauſe we believe in Chriſt, &c. 
| muft beg leave to interrupt this his empty Farangue 
with one Remark, whic1 is this, that here he is plea d to 
on the Truth, that before we can argue upon any Points of 
Religion, we muſt firſt of all lay down a Reaſon why we are 
Chriſtians, Cc. and yet when I had fix'd this as the State 
of the Queſtion firſt of all to be decided, he grows uneaſy 
at my Method, and calls it beginning at the wrong End of the 
Queſtion. Tis true in this Harangue, he only gi es the Rea= 
{jon of our being call'd Chriſtians, and not why we are 
ſo, nor does he much better abſolve this Duty in his firſt 
Letter, in anſwer to my Queſtion, Whether Chriſt were 
ſent by God or not; as the Reader will very ſoon diſcover, 
But this only en paſſant. . IO | 
Now, purſu'd he, we have prov'd our ſelves Chriſtians, 
the next point is to prove which is the Chriſtian Religion. 
The Romifh Religion has been that, which for many Ages 
has been own'd for that, and has flouriſhd throughout all 
the World, and acknowledg d by all to be the true Chri. 
ſtian Religion till ſuch Time that Luther and Calvin, 
bred in the Church of Rome, ſow'd Hereſies amongſt us, 
and impos'd a Religion, as abſurd, as it was groundleſs. 
| 1 The 
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But notwithſtanding all their Pretences, and abſurd Impo- | 
fitions, this Church has {till flouriſh'd, and Numbers are ftil 
| daily converted to it. One Proof I will here give you out 
of your own Bible, that. the Church of Reme muſt be the 
true Church of. Chrij#. Chriſt ſaid to St. Peter, Thou art 
Peter, and upon this Rock will I build my Church, and the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. Now | Chrift muſt mean 
the Church of Rome, there being no thought of a Prote- 
{tant Church at that Time. 0 "PEP AS 
Now Sir, concluded he, I hope that I have fully prov'd 
that the Remiſh Church muſt be that Church in which we 
can only expect Salvation, and in no other. 5 
BE TORE I proceed I ſhall only make one Remark or two 
on his admirable (I had almoſt ſaid merry) Pxyof the Church 
of Romes being the only true Church from that- Text of 
the Scripture, becauſe there was no Proteſtant Church then ſo 
much as though: of. The ſame Reaſon may be urg'd that 
the Romiſh Church, coud not be that Church, becauſe. 
there was then no ſuch Church ſo much as thought of; 
and if any Particular Church cou d be call'd the Church 
built on this Rock of St. Peters Confeſſion, it muſt 
have been the Church of Jeruſalem, where St. Peter re- 
ſided, and not that of Rome, it being extreamly dubious 
whether that Apoſtle was ever at Rome or no“. But 1 
ſhall not dwell upon ſuch trifling Arguments, fit only to 
miſlead weak Women and Children; it is ſufficient. that in 
the following Diſpute, I have demonſtrated, that the Church 
of Reme has no Pretence to Infallibility, by having eſta 
bliſn'd a Doctrine as fundamental, and neceflary to Salva- 
tion, Which it granted deſtroys the Foundation of the Chr;- 
ſtian Religion, the Coming of Chriſt, and the very Being 
x of God, and opens ſuch a Door to Infidelity and Atheiſm, 
it as none of the moſt profeſs'd Deiffs or Atheiſts ever pre- 
78 tended, except the Pyrrhone an Philoſophers, who held that 
i nothing was certain. And when once that Bulwark of PopERY 
1 is levell'd, all her Doctrines muft then be try'd by the 
it Word. of God, and no Tenet allow'd but what is found 
in that, or deduc'd from it; and then there will ſoon be 
an End of Purgatory, Praying to Saints, Image Worſhip, Au- 
zicular Conſeſſiun, & c. 6-6 & | | 


1 


| AFTER. 


2 | 

ArrTzr ſome Pauſe, I defir'd him to go on to the Par- 
ticulars, not at all doubting, but that he wou'd. ſupport the 
Particulars of his Religion, with Reaſons of the ſame Size 
with thoſe. he had offer'd for the General, ©  +- 
BEFORE, Sir, we enter, ſaid he, into the Particulars, give 
me Leave to give you an Account of Two Proteſtant 
Ladies, who came to me on this ſame Deſign; and deſir'd 
that I wou'd go along with them to Dr. of — to 


— 


diſpute upon this Point. 1 comply'd with their Requeſt, 


and being come to the Doctor, we enter'd on an oral Diſ- 
pute, in which having the better of the Argument, the 
Doctor defir'd, that it might be manag'd for the future in 
writing! which accordingly was begun, and ſoon ended to 
the entire Satisfaction of the Two Ladies, who are now 
Members of our Church. 33 | | 
Tuls I ſuppoſe was urg'd to intimidate my Youth, 
by laying before me a Conqueſt he had made over a Man 
ſuperior to me in Learning, and Years. At this I ſuppole 
allo aim'd his ſaying, that he once thought himſelf capable- 
of convincing all Mankind of the Truth of the Komiſh 
Church. But from this written Diſpute mention'd between 
him and the Doctor, I took the Hint of managing mine in 
the ſame way, tho? I believe with different Succeſs. - 

Now, Sir, ſaid he, we will enter into the Particular 


Doctrines of our Church; firſt as to Purgatory. - By the 


Word Purgatory is meant a Place to purge, and cleanſe 
us from our Sins. Now to prove, that there muſt be ſuch a 
tlace, I'll quote you a Proof out of your own. Bible, in 
Which you will find written in St. John, except a Man be as 
pure, that is, as free from Sin as a new born Babe he ſhall not enter 
into the Kingdom of God; now, continu'd he, it can never be 
ſuppos'd, that any Man can go out of this World ſo pure 
and free from Sin, as here is by the Scripture requir'd, 
therefore Purgatory is alloted for Men's Souls to go to 


after Life,and there to remain till they are thoroughly purg'd 


and be cleans'd from their Sins, and Iniquities, and become 
pure as a new born Babe, and then to enter into Heaven. 
Tus Gentleman, that cou'd pick out a Text of Scripture, 
from whence to derive a Neceſſity of the Exiſtence of ſuch 
a Place as Purgatory, if he had conſulted the very Aim 


and End of the Scriptures, wou'd have found another 
15 F ſort 
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fort of Purgation, that renders the Soul pure, as a new born 
Babe. And that is a fincere Repentance of our Sins, and a 
perfect turning to God, to which Conditions of Mind God 
has promis'd the State of Innocence or Heaven, tho? their 
Sins were red as Scarlet, yet the Minute of a true Repen- 
tance, they are ſet as far from us as the Eaſt is from the 
Weſt; that is, we are entirely freed from them, and there- 
fore are as pure as a Babe newly born. But theſe Arguments 
are ſo weak, that they do not require a ſerious Anſwer. 
Bur to draw towards a  Conclufion of the Harangue of 
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al this formidable Confuter of our Proteſtant Divines, he thus 
W r 5 re 
| : Now as to Tranſubſtantiation, which you Proteſtants 


think impoſſible, I will make it as plain as Two and 
Two make Four, and remove all thoſe Difficulties, 
which at this Time are any Obſtruction to your Belief; 
and that by Two Quotations, one out of your Catechiſm, 
and the other out of your Bible. That of the Bible St. 
John, cap. 6. verſe 54 to 59. that which is in the Carechiſm 
in theſe Queſtions, What is in the Sacrament ? The outward *© 
Thing Bread and Wine. What is the inward Thing ſigni- 
fy'd? The real Body and Blood of Chriſt which are verily, 
and indeed taken in the Lords Supper. Some few more Ar- 
guments he us'd on this Head, but thoſe ſtill weaker than 
what 1 have ſet down. This being the chief Point of the 
| Preſent Diſpute, I have no need to anſwer what he ſays in 
ut: | this Place. I ſhall only obſerve that his Proof from the 
1 | Catechiſm, is {till weaker than that from St. John, ſince 
it is plain that let the Words be never ſo Specious for his 
Opinion, taking them in his Senſe, it mult be evident that 
the Senſe that our Church takes them in, is not the ſame, 
fince then there con'd be no Diſpute between the Two 
iP Churches if they agreed in their Meaning. So that I can- 
1 not ſee of what Conſequence his quoting of this is to prove 
his Afﬀertion, when every Man muſt be judge of his Terms 
| and in what Senſe he means them. 
bt” My Patience being now quite ſpent, and finding there 
wou d be no Room for me to put in a Word, where nothing 
Wo: material con'd be ſaid, without having as great a Li- 
i 1 brary and skill in the Languages, and the Conſultation of 
"= | Books, that wou'd require an Age to go thorough the Con- 
| 5  troveriy, 
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troverſy. I took my Leave of him about Ten that Even- 
ing; and in Two or Three Days I ſent him the following 
Letter, with the Enclos'd, from. which to this Time the Diſ- 
pute has been manag'd very leiſurely, for he ſeldom was 
very ſpeedy in his Anſwers, as will be ſeen irom the Dates 


«XY 


of his Letters. 


LETTER © - 
Je M. WILLIS, Theſe, 
«FR, ER 


} 


OPING that you will be ey” to give me the ſame Li- 

berty, as other Gentlemen have had before me, to put ſome 
| Queſtions, which I defire you wou'd be pleas d to Anſwer in 

Writing; For being fully bent to go thorough a Buſineſs of ſo great 

Importance, I tate this to be the propereſt Method, having not 

that moſt excellent way, which you are / perfect a Maſter of, viz... 
of Arguing without Paſſion, 2 8 > 


I am, Yours 


Novemb. 15. 
1713. | 


The Encloſed. 
SIR, | . 


THE Deſign of this Diſpute being not Victory but - 
1 Truth, we ſhall therefore take the moſt eaſy, moſt - 
plain, and the ſhorteſt way of arriving at that Truth, which 
is of ſo very great Importance. . | 
| ſhall for this Reaſon avoid the way of the Schools, 
hich is only the Art of wrangling, and proceed in the 


Socratich -.. 
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Socratici Method; that is, of plain and familiar Queſtion and 
: > Anſwer. 1 2A „ 3 Hh j 
As Iſhall put the Queſtion plainly, and in intelligible Words, 
ſol expect, that the Anſwer be made in Words as plain and 
poſitive, and ſuch as you will ſtand by. _ 3 
All Diſputes about the particular Diviſions of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion ſeem very ſuperfluous, till the Foundation 
of the whole be certainly eſtabliſh'd. So that it is to no 
Purpole to diſpute whether the Greek Church, or the Latin, 
the Armenian, or the Arian, the Proteſtant, or the Roman be 
the true Charch, out of which there is no Salvation till 
we know whether Chriſt Jeſus, who founded ſome Church 
was fent from God or not. | „ | 
| therefore firſt ask whether Chriſt Jeſus was ſent from 
God or not? = 3 


Tour moſt Humble Servant, 


Jo HN BATTERSBY. 


S1R, 


OUR Queſtion, Whether Chriſt Jeſus were ſent by God, 
depends upon the validity of the Chriſtian Religion, 
which cannot be prov'd True but by a Tradition, for 
the Scriptures prove nothing in our Caſe, becauſe they 
are receiv'd for the Word of God by the ſame Autho- 
1 are either True or Falſe, or both, all Tradi- 
tions may not be True, therefore it concerns me to 
ſhew, that the Tradition which relates to Sacred Story is 
of thoſe, that are True. ” 
Tux Chriftian Religion has gain'd ſuch a Credit through- 
out the World, that if a Man were to deny it, he would 
be thought more unreaſonable, than if he were to —_ 
0 T1): 18 


1 mmm 


1 N — 


5 

his own being of Generation, becauſe he has no Remem- 
brance of his Conception, or Birth; or of the Exiſtence 
of ſuch a Place as Paris, becauſe he has never ſeen it, 

I grant, that there are different ways of gaining Credit, 
or Authority, one is by Violence, another by Deceit, a 
third by a Temporal Intereſt in the Thing propos d, and 
a fourth by the Evidence, which the Thing propos d car- 
ries in it ſelf; therefore I am to ſhew, that the Credit of 
Chriſtianity comes not by either of the former, but by the 
laſt of theſe ways. : . 
Bx Violence it cou'd not be, for the Recommenders of 
the Goſpel were void of all Temporal power. dl 
Nox «could there be Deceit or Artifice in the Propagators, 
for they ſincerely left all to follow their Lord, underwent 
Torments in his Service, and would die rather than deſert 
the Cauſe. : | 

No could any Temporal Invitation gain a Credit to it, for 
he, that became a Chriſtian in the two or three Centuries after 
Chriſt, had nothing in view as to the Body, but Reproach, 
Perſecntion and Death. xt oe - 
Taurxxror: I am to prove, that the Thing propos'd, bore 

it's own Evidence, by which it obtained the Credit it now 

has in the World, <, 

Tus Chriſtian Religion had the gift of true and real Mi- 
racles, which were the Evidence of its being from God, and 
by that undeniable Teſtimony it gain'd ſo upon the Fews and 
Gentiles, as to bring 'em to a Contempt of all things Tem- 
poral, and of Death it ſelf in the Vindication of a Truth 
10 ſtrongly reveal'd. Fro pg | 

Ir Chrift and his Apoſtles had taught any Untruths, the 
gift of Miracles would have faild *em; for God would not 
have given his Seal to a Lye, and Miracles always accom- 
panying the Propagators of the Goſpel, they gain'd Proſelites 
in all the Countries they came into, ſo that before the 
Deaths of the Apoſtles, great Numbers in many different 
Nations were added to the Church, notwithſtanding the Oppo- 
ſitions of Civil Powers, and the ſanguinary Laws that were 
made to prevent em; and by the continuance of Miracles 
it prevail 'd over moſt Nations and their Rulers; and ſuch 
Credit had our Saviour gain'd in his Time upon Earth, 


tak 


7 . 


| that he raiſed the Admiration even of many, that neyer 
„ reeceiv'd the Faith; for Foſephus gives an Account of him, 
. a ' © which, as far as it goes, correſponds with that given by 
1 his own Diſciples, and if the Queſtion, requires it, many 
We other Teſtimonies of Jews and Gemiles might be produc'd. | 
Ir there had been any intended Cheat in it's Propagation, 
if ſome few could have preſerv'd the Secret, yet it is un- 
reaſonable: to think, that many Thouſands ſhould, and at 
5 the peril of their Lives too. . 
t Taz great end of Deceit is Gain, therefore it is altoge - 
5 ther improbable, that many Thoufands ſhould unite in the 
Propagation of a Lye, and when they knew it would be 
rewarded with Poverty, Perfecution and Death. But if that 
were probable, yet it is not conſiſtent with Reaſon, that 
many different Nations, who had different Intereſts to pre- 
ſerve, and who were implacable Enemies in things Tem» 
poral, ſhould fo unanimouſly agree to deliver this Thing 
to Poſterity, unleſs it had an Evidence, which they, as ra- 
tional Beings, cou'd not reſiſt, and eſpecialy if we con- 
ſider, that they themſelves were depriv'd of many Temporal 
Enjoy ments in the Reception of it. LEE. 
Ir fuch a Tradition may be deem'd Falſe, it will be im- 
poſſible for us to take any thing for Truth, but what our 
own Eyes muſt ſee, which Opinion would caſt a Man out 
of the Number of Sociable Beings; and if what I have ſaid 
proves the Truth of Chriſtianity, it cannot remain a Que- 
{tion, whether Chriſt Jeſus were ſent by God or not, be- 
cauſe that is the firſt Principle in the Chriſtian Religion. 
I attend all farther Commands, and they ſhall be obey'd 
to the uttmoſt of the Power of, 5 


STR, 


Receiv'd this Novem- Your moſt 
ber, 18th 1713. 15 


Humble Servant 


Tho. WILLIS. 
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BE 
N my Introduction to the Queſtion |, ſent you, I defir'd 
a full, plain, and clear Anſwer to. it, without multi- 
licity of Words,” or precarious' Arguments, which bear 
Beete on no weight. But to my ſurprize, I receive a Letter 
of ſome length, all but a very few Lines, of which are little 
or nothing to the Queſtion. e | | 
As for your Account of Tradition, it is nothing to the 
Purpoſe, and very precarious, and might be as it has been, 
drawn out into a Controverſie of Volumes; nor do you di- 
ſtinguiſh between Oral and Written Tradition, which is a 
Controverſie ſufficiently known between the Advocates of 
the Romiſh, and the Proteſtant Communion. I foreſaw this, 
and that made me endeavour to bring the Controverſie be- 
tween us into ſo narrow a Compals as that Queſtion 4 
Whether Chriſt Jeſus was ſent from God or not? The only 
plain and unequivocal Anſwer, had been for yon to have 
faid, That he was ſent from God, or that he was not: 
Upon which I ſhou'd have again demanded a certain evi- 
dent and infallible Evidence of his Divine Miſſion. This. 
you ſeem in one Paragraph to anticipate, by ſaying, that 
The Chriſtian e had the Giſt of true and real Miracles, 
which were the Evidence of its being from God, and bythat UNDE- 
NIABLE Teſtimony it gain'd ſo upon the Jews and the Gen- 
tiles, G.. oP A VETO ene WAY Att nes 
In the next Paragragh you tell us, That God wou'd wot have 
given his Seal (viz. of Miracles) toa Lie. | | 
WuHEREFORE I ſuppoſe you wou'd have me think that theſe 
Miracles were an infallible Proof of the Divine Miſſion of 
Chriſt, and that we cannot be deceiv'd by this Seal of God. 
may therefore conclude, that you aſſign Chriſt's Mi- 
racles for a Proof of his Divine Aliſſion. But that is no 
Proof which can deceive us; the Proof of a Thing being a 
certain Evidence of the Truth of it ; by which we'cannot 
be deceiv d. For if the Proof have not this Quality of 
certainty, it amounts to no more than à bare Probability at 
moſt, and we may be in the Wrong as well as in the Right, 
which in this Caſe is of very dangerous Conſequence, fince 


if 


if Cbriſt ſhou'd not be ſent from God, we run (by be- 
Heving his Doctrine) the Hazard of Idolatry and Impoſture. 
I therefore ask you whether you mean, that the Miracles 
of Chriſt are an-infallible Proof that Chriſt had his Ain 
from God tnmſelf ? To this Queſtion I defire your poſitive 
Anſwer in plain and clear Words, like a Man who ſeriouſly 
ferks the I. e e ang ws = ay « 
As for the ſpreading of the Goſpel, and the Number of 
Believers it is of no manner of Conſequence ; Aabometiſm 
made a ſwifter Progreſs, has {ſpread into more Countries, 
and has a more numerous Body of Followers. The Romaniſts 
are not the largeſt Body of Chriſtians, the Greek Church, Ar- 
meniant, and all the Proteſtants out number them; and all 
the profeſs'd Idolaters of. the World are much the greater 
part of Mankind, The only certain Proof therefore of the 
Divine Miſſion of Chriſt are his Miracles, in which no other 
Opinion contends with him. I therefore inſiſt on a plain and 
poſitive Anſwer to the former. Queſtion. 


e f | Sir, Tours. 


AM ſorry my laſt prov'd ſo tedious to you, but it was: 
more my Misfortune, becauſe each ſuperfluous Word 
took the time I could have found a full Imploy ment for ano- 
ther way. 
- Tt apprehend you under ſome miſtake, in ſaying, Tradition 
3s not to our purpoſe, for | know of no way of proving any 
thing of the kind in time paſt without it; nor was the Di- 
ſtinction you require between the Oral and Written ſo neceſſary 
as you ſeem to make it, becauſe a Written Tradition is no- 
thing without Oral. . | 
Suerosix you would expect a Proof of the Divine Miſſion 
to your firſt Queſtion, made me anticipate not to lengthen 
the Diſpute as you imagin, but to haften its period; believing 
that the next in Courſe would be a demand of that very 
Proof which I there endeavour'd to make. : 
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Miſſion, for its being his -own Method, induc'd me to be- 
lieve I could not uſe a better; for he told the Fews, That un- 
leſs he bad done greater things, than bad been' done before, they had 
no Reaſon to receive him under his Charatter. To-this might 


be added, the Deſcent ot the Holy Ghoſt, and the Predictions 


of infpired Men under the Law; but that being the mark. 
of every extraordinary Meflenger from God to Mankind, 
[ reckon it amounts to as certain a Proof as can be had of a 


Thing, for this is the Voice of Heaven, and greater Proof 


than that methinks ſhould not be expefted.  _ 


You take Notice of the Progreſi of Mabometiſm, but that 


you may obferve was by Violence, when Chriſtianity gain'd 
2 againft the Force of all the Temporal Powers on 
Earth. 48 

Wurr ng the Romaniſts are the largeſt Body of Chriſtians 
or not is not in the Queſtion, therefore to that I only ſay, 
that it may be /prov'd that they are, if that ſhould ever be 
a Queſtion? Ry ON EY 


Ir any other Difficulties ſhould ariſe upon what I nor 


offer, l ſhould be glad to be made acquainted with them; and 
if I had not been ſeiz d with a violent Vomitingyou had been 
written to ſooner, by : bs 8 

© e Sir, 


Tour Obedient 


Servant, 
Novemb. 25th: 
1713. 
Tro. Willis. 
Novemb. 27. 


MPHO 1 differ in your Opinion of Oral and Written 
k Tradition, yet not to be led out of the Way, by Things 


alien to the preſent Queſtion, - muſt again accuſe you of 
| | 2 | 


not 


1-4id aſſign Chriſt's Miracles as a Proof of his Divine” 


1 a . 6036). 5 TY 
JS not keeping to the Point, in ſuch cloſe, clear, and plain 
1 9 Terms as I require, and indeed as the juſt Search into Truth 
WI | Bur I take you at your Word in the fourth Paragraph of 
Wi 5 your Second Letter, char you do aſſien Chriſt's Aliracles as a 

4 $ Proof (you ſhou'd have ſaid an infallible Proof, for in ſome 


Senſe, a Probability is call'd ſo) ef bis Divine Miſſion. But 
you ſeem to evede the Force of the Queſtion, when you 
ſay, that it amounts to at certain 4 Proof as can be of a Thing, 
becauſe a Deiſt won'd ſay, that you mean that it is as ſtrong 
a Proof as the Matter will bear, and ſo deduce their im- 
pious Conſequence, that you allow there is no certain or 
infallible Proof of the Thing to be expected. Your follow- 
ing Words to me indeed wou'd: make me believe that you 
underſtand it to be an infallible Proof, when you call it 
THE VOICE OF HEAVY EM, and that (if we know it to 
be ſuch) muſt da be allowed by all rational Creatures 
to be infallible, or to be infallibly depended upon 
I therefore ask you how we are to know when a Miracle 
þ | is perform'd. That is, how we know whether the Dead are 
lf _- rais'd, the Lame Walk, the Blind See, and the like. 1 de- 
fire you wou'd anſwer cloſely.  _ Pear fur! 


o 


By this you find we have, in our Diſpute, no Occaſion 


1 for Tradition, the Fact being by me acknowledg'd, as indu- 
1 bitable. 
4 BL f Tour Humble Servant, &c. 
. 
1 * 
i ; 
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S to the Certainty of a Miracle, I am to ſay, that if 

I aw a Child of mine Dead, and laid in the Grave, 
799 and he were to be reſtor d to me again in ſome Days or 
1 ' £ Weeks after, I think I ovight not to doubt of a Miracles 
11488 | being wrovght in his Reſtoration. | py 
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Tu fame of the Lame, Blind, G.. 
Ir may be objected, that theſe may be done-by the help of 
the Devil, as it was obje&ed to our Saviour himſelf, The. 
Devil may do very ſurprizing Things, but I think he was 


never permitted to reſtore a Soul to its Body: Then what 


he has done was in Confirmation of un warrantable Liberties, 
that lead to Perdition, but not in Confirmation of the Do- 


_ Arines of Prayer and Pennance, which were what our Sa- 


viour taugt. e Tone = 10 1 
As 52 Rod devour'd thoſe of the Soothſæyers of Agypt, 
in Proof of his Miſſions being from God; ſo our Saviour, to 
put it out of all Doubt of the Things which he did being 
done by Divine Authority, raiſed himſelf from the Dead, a 


thing never done before, which was a certain Proof of his 


Divinity. - 55." ES. 7 | 

You had receiv'd this before, if my Eyes would have. 
allow da 5 & he 8 . . 

J am Sir, 

„ 5 Tour Humble Servant, - 
Decemb. 10. ; 

1713. | = 

* Tro. W1LLI1s. 
Devemb. 11. 
SIR, | 


I AM egy your Eyes have ſo long delay'd the ſhort - 
r 


' Anſwer, I requir'd to my ſhort Queſtion ; which indeed 
the firſt Paragraph of your Letter does in ſome meaſure do. 
For my Queftion was, How we do know when a Miracle is done, 


that is, Whether the Dead be rais'd, the Lame Walk, the Blind . 


See, and the like | | 
To this you reply-thus,— As to the certainty of a Miracle, 


I am to ſay, that if I ſaw a Child of mine Dead and laid in the 


Grave, _ 
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«Grave, and be were to be raſtor d ta me again in ſome Days vr 

© Weeks after, I thirck 1 ought not to doubt of 4 — beg 5 

wrongli in bis Reftoration. o 
I ſuppoſe you mean that you cannof doubt your Eyes, 
when you ſee your Child rais'd, &c. this had been plainer 
and cloſer, and more agreeable to my defire, ; 

You therefore agree that the Jews, who ſaw Chriſt raiſe 

the Dead, cure the Lame and the Blind, were inexcuſeable 
in not believing in him, becauſe their Eyes cou'd not.deceive 
them in thoſe Objects preſented to them on theſe Occaſions. 
For Chriſt himſelf __ that if ſuch Works had been done 
in Sodom and Gomorah, they wou'd have repented and be- 
liev'd: Which had mot been juſt if the Jews cou'd not de- 
pend infallibly on what they ſaw to be matter of Fact? 

I therefore again demand, whether the Jew: were infallibly 
certain that thefe Miracles of Chriſt were actually done. 
That is, they cou'd not be deceiv'd in what they ſaw? 

Tukxz Words will anſwer this Queſtion. | 


I am, Sir, 


— Tour Humble Servant, &c. 


* 92 


S 1 Ry | | ; | 1 
14 | HOPE you think it not a Diſreſpe& that I am back- 
. : ward in my Anſwers, for I can aflure you it is occaſion'd 
by Indiſpoſition, and Buſineſs interpoſing ; for which I hope 
ſome allowance will be made me. 
Tun want of Date to my laſt is owing to forgetfulneſs. 


Ir ſeems to me that the Jews could not be deceiv'd in fy 
Wl. - What our Saviour did; thagetore I conclude 'em infallibly = 
We. aſſur d of thoſe being True and Real Miracles, which were 
WA: | wrought in their Preſence.  - - 
1 | Tour moſt Humble Servant, 
Vis: | Decent. 15. 
il if! 1713. 


Tho. WiLLis. 
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= Decemb. 15. 
S1K, TT AP ee 
OU in yours, of the 15th Inſtant, do at laſt allow, that 
1 the Jews were infallibly affur*d' of the Reality of our 
Saviour's Miracles; that is, the Eyes of the Jem, con'd not 
be deceiv'd in their proper Objects, and thoſe in their proper 
Poſition. „„ oo” „ ; mW 

Go p, therefore, appealing to the Certainty of the 
Senſes judging of their Objects in their proper Poſition, 
cou'd eftabliſh no Doctrine as the Superſtructure, which 
muſt deftroy the Certainty of the very Foundation of 
the whole; for that would be to oppoſe his own Deſign of 
eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian Religion it Aff. For if on one ſide 
he obliges us to yield our Aſſent to the Miracles he has 
been pleas'd to perform under Pain of Reprobation; and on 
the other ſide obliges us to believe, that theſe very Evidences 
deceive us every Day in an Object in its true Pofition, under 
Pain of Damnation, Man is ſure to be damn'd on both fides, + 
which is a flat Contradiction, and contrary to the Goodneſs, 

nay Truth and Juſtice of God, and cannot therefore be true. 
Now any Church that does impoſe an Article of Faith, and 
Terms of Salvation, which deſtroys this infallible Evidence 
of the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf, cannot be a Chriſtian Church. 

I ask, therefore, Whether the Church of Rome does not 
oblige her Communicants to believe Tranſubſtantiation, as an 
Article of Faith neceflary to Salvation. That is, Whether 
ſhe does not oblige her Congregation to believe, that the 
Bread and Wine, which by the infallible Judgment of our 
Eyes, Taſtes, and Feeling, are only Bread and Wine or the 
real Body and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and not real Bread and 


Wine. ; „ 
I defire.a plain poſitive Anſwer to this, 


Who am, Sir, Tours.“ 
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FOUR ſaying, I do at laſt allow, &c. is as if you did ſap- 

' poſe, I would evade ſo great a Truth, and as if yon 
had dragg'd me to the acknowledgment of it againſt my 
Will. | 0 | 5 5 4A . 79 E 

To Convince you of a miſtake, I refer you to my firft 
Letter, where you find as ſtrong. an acknowledgment as in 
my laſt; but not knowing that you intended to direct the 
Argument this way, I only regarded the State of the Que- 
{tion in my Anſwers, and not your Intention, which was 
unknown to me; but if you nad ſignify'd your Intention in 
your firſt, the Anſwer to it ſhould have had the ſame, or 
ſtronger Words than were uſed in my laſt, for 1 am for no 
Catch in Controverſie; for if I were capable of Concealing 
or Diſguiſing a neceſſary Truth, either for Victory, or any 
other Temporal end, I muſt be an undoubted Enemy to 
God and Man. | „„ „„ RET 

Fairn being Myſterious, is not the object of our Senſes, 
for he that would have it ſo, muſt deſtroy the Myſtery, 
and conſequently Faith it ſelf; Therefore the Senſes are not 
to be appeal'd to in the Caſe, for they determine nothing 
where they have no Authority. N Og 

Is Proof of the Divine Miſſion the Senſes were abſolutely 
neceſſary, elſe we ſhould not have known that the Meflen- 
ger of our Faith came from God; but then we are to ob- 
lerve, that the Credentials of the Meſſenger are one thing, 
and what the Meſſenger had to propoſe was quite another, 
therefore I cannot ſee why it ſhould follow, that the Senſes 

- muſt enter into the Myſteries of God, becauſe they bear 
witneſs to his Meſſenger , Excuſe me, Sir, if I ſay that your 
Parallel fails, and that the Queſtion requires another ſtate. 
As I cannot ſuppole you ſo vain as to Diſpute for Vi- 
Rory, I muſt tell you, that the only way of arriving at 
Truth, is to begin at the right end of the Argument, elſe 
we. muſt run a much greater length, and end with leſs ſa- 
tis faction; but if we ſettle that General into which this and 
all other Particulars muſt Reſolve, and then go thorough 


every 
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every Particular in its proper place; ydur Light through 

the whole will be the ftronger, the Argument abundantly 

the ſhorter, and Time ſaved oo. - * 3 8 ü 
| 2 i Sir, © Your Humble Servant, 

Decemb. 20. ROD „ 

1713. A | 

| THO. WiLLts. 
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| 1 Have yours of the 20th before me, which is a Proof, that 
if I had plainly at firſt let you into my Deſign, we ſhou'd 
by this time have been far from the Point in Hand. You 
are pleas'd to call this way of proceeding a Catch ; it is no. 
hard matter to give an inyidious Term to the moſt plain 
and honeſt Conduct, and I doubt not but the Babling 
Wranglers of Greece did the ſame to Socrates, on his taking 
up this fair method of plain Queſtion and Auſwer, to con- 
vict them out of their own. Conceſſions. 5 | 
| have look'd back to your firſt Letter, but can find no 
ſuch ſtrong Conceſſion as, in your laſt, in theſe Words, 
There ſore I conclude them (viz. the Jews in judging of Miracles 
by their Senſes) infallibly aſſur'd of thoſe being true and real 
Miracles wrought in their Preſence, TW 
FRou this Conceſſion, I juſtly and plainly infer d, God 
therefore appealing, to the Certainty of the Senſes, judging of their 
Objects in their proper Poſition, cou'd ejlabliſh no Doftrine-as the 
Superſtructure, which muſt deſtroy the very Foundation of the whole; 
for that wou'd be to oppoſe his own Deſign of eſtabliſhing the Chri- 
ſtian Religion it ſelfſ. For if on one ſide he obliges us to yield 
our Aſſent to the Miracles he has been pleas'd to perform under Pain 
of Reprobation ;, and on-the other ſide obliges us to believe, that thoſe 
very Evidences deceive us every Day, in an Ajedt in its true Poſition , 
under Pain of Damnation, Man is ſure 10 be dan:n'd on both fides, 
which is a flat Contradiction, and contrary to the Ceoaneſs, nay the 
Truth of God, and cannot therefore be true. = 
New any Church that does impoſe an Article if Faith, ard Terms . 
Salvation, which deſtroys this infallible Evidence of tte Chri- 
tian Religion it ſelf, cannot be a Chriſtian Church. | 
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6 5 Jui therefore, Whither the Church of Rome does not oblige her 
| | Communicants to believe Tranſubſtantiation, as an Article of 
> HI Faith neceſſary to Salvation ? That is, Whether ſhe does not oblige 
her Congregation to believe that the Bread and Wine, which by the 
infallible Judgment of our Eyes, Taſtes and Feeling, are only Bread 
and Wine, are the real Body and Blood of Chriſt? And not real 
Bread and Wine. | „„ 
To this I defir'd your plain and poſitive Anſwer. But in- 
ſead of that plain and poſitive Anſwer to the Point in hand, 
you, Without any real Ground, run into a Complaint, as 
if you were not fairly dealt with in the Diſpute; and at 
laſt tell me that it is Faith and Myſtery, and not the Ob- 
je& of our Senſes; but by your leave, Sir, that Aﬀertion is 
yet to be provid; for it is deny'd to be a Myftery, becauſe 
all other Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion are in things in 
which the Senſes are not at all concern'd, as in the Nature, 
Mode, or Manner of the Exiſtence of God, and his Mode 
or Manner ot his Union with Humane Nature, to an adequate 
ry Knowledge of which God has given us no adequate means of 
arriving; nor do they at all interfere with our Senfes, which 
you have acknowledg'd to be infaliible in their Judgment 
of their proper Objects. But certainly Bread and Wine are 
as proper Objects of our Senſes, as the raiſing the Dead, and 
curing the Lame and the Blind. So that my laſt quoted 
Difficulty and Queſtion remains in full Force, till you can 
prove that the Senſes are both fallible and infallible in their 
proper Objects. N 
Axp this Method I took to ſhorten the Diſpute, for what 
' need is there of going thorough every Particular, contro- 
verted between the Churches of Rome and England; whereas 
if I can prove that the Church of Rome in ſpight of Pre- 
1 tences to Infallibility has eſtabliſh'd one Doctrine Deſtructive 
V of the whole Chriſtian Religion, it is ſufficient to deſtroy her 
g as a true and intallible Church, and then of what Importance 
0 is it to enquire how many more Errors ſhe has broach'd, 
Wart when this is ſuffici eflt to counſel me to have no Confidence 
1 in her. | | 
1 TukRkk is therefore no need of altering the State of the 
| Queſtion, to ſhorten the Ditputey which cannot be ſpun out 
i I; into any great length, if you wou'd be ſo candid as to an- 
| A: | {wer cloſely to the Queſtions I ſhall ask you. 
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vou muſt not, Sir, conſider me as of any particuſar 


Church, for then you have Reſource to the pooreſt of Ar- 


guments, which are cal'd Argumenta ad Homimem, We 
know there are a great many Chriſtians who deny all manner 
of Myfteries in Religion, and tho' I am not of their Opinion, 
yet, with the Church of England, I muſt deny that there is 
any Myſtery (or can be any of any Obligation) that ſhall 


_ deſtroy the Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf. For 


there is no Abſuxdity that may not be maintain'd, if you 
ſhall allow the Infallibility of the Senſes in one Inſtante and 
deny it another, for that is to let in an univerſal Scepticiſm, 
and make all things uncertain. Still therefore take which 
fide you will the Fallibility or Infallibillity of the Senſes: 
Or prove that Bread and Wine are not the Objects of 
Senle. 1 5 | 8 | 

Six, if you are that lover of Truth which you ſeem to 
cleſire to be thought, I conjure you by the God of Truth to 
keep to the Point, and ramble not at this rate from what 
you find you cannot with any ſhew of Reaſon reply to; 
and endeavour to ftart a new Queſtion, when the very 


fundamental of all Queſtions lies unregarded by you. 


Your Anſwer therefore to my former Queſtion is ftill 
inſiſted on, and muſt till you vouchſafe to give a more con- 
vincing proof that it ſhou'd not. I am, Sir, &c. 


Sin, | Jan. F. 1713, 


E RE, it not for the Return of my Inflamation, and 
that l am now in a Courſe of Ais's-Milk, againſt a 
Conſumption, I had written ſooner to your laſt, by which 
I find that I cannot write to be underſtood ; - tho? I endeavour 
to write with all the clearneſs in my Power. 5 
Oxz thing I have to Complain of, viz. that you ſhou'd: 
charge me with ſaying, That you were upon the Catch, and then 
for advancing that Severity, and Invectie againſt me, that] 
find in your laſt; Read my Letter again, and you will find 
vour {elf under a Miſtake as to the former; and if you will 
be at the trouble of Reading all my Letters, you will not 
find cauſe in any of 'em for all this Warmth. | 
You might firſt conſider, that this thing was not of my 
ſeeking ; ſecondly, that it is the very reverſe of an advan- 
7 = 6 2 tage 


1 44 5 
tage to me, for no Nau in England has leſs Tis n hon 
| bave; ſo that every Moment that is uſed in this way is taken 
trom my Family and Buſineſs, to gratifie you, which methinks., 
ſhould intitle me to better Uſage. _ 

Taz Method propoſed in yours, could not be allow d, if 
the Thing in hand were to continue, for you would not "be. 
conſider'd a Member of any Church, but would have me un- 
der Limitation ; Theſe are unequal Terms that would de- 
ſtroy all order, and run the Argument into a greater length 
than my Time will ſuffer me to go. | 

le Truth be the thing contended for, I cannot ſee why the 
Method I propoſed ſhould be reje&ed,for the Experience | haye 
bad aflures me that is the neareſt way tô it; and ſince Il am. 
obliged to husband my Tme the beſt I can, I cannot engage 
in any tedious matter. 

I therefore decline arguing upon this Point till we come to 
its proper Place, for there is a General into which this Par- 
ticular muſt Reſolve, and in the Settlement of the General 
the Particular may Receive a Light that cannot come by an 
other way. But tho? it be not in the Order | could wiſh, 
yet I ſhall offer a Word or two to your laſt Queſtion, Whe- 
cher Bread and Wine are the objects of Senſe ? I grant they are, 
but what you call Bread and Wine in the Sacrament, L deny 
to be ſuch, therefore cannot allow what is there to be the. 
Object of Senſe. 

Tux accidents of Bread and Wine remain after Conſe- 
cration, but the Species are changed, ſo the Accidents are 
Objects of the Senſes, but the Species are not: The Acci- 
cents of a Thing are not the Thing it ſelf; therefore the 
Accidents of Bread and Wine are not Bread and Wine ; and 
tho? the Accidents. of Bread and Wine remain, yet Bread 
Wine does not, as many of your moſt conſiderable Divines 
have allowed, in Conjun&ion with the Word of God, and 


8: 
ny the Fathers of all Ages; ſo that the Senſes are no ways con- 
al 4 cern'd in the Caſe : But if their Authority were any thin 
14 : here, where would the Myſtery be that is allowed by all 
* ; to be in the Bleſſed Sacrament. 


= Tan you wonder why the Infallibility of the Senſes ſhould 
194 be allowed in one Inſtance, as that of the Divine Miſſion, 
and yet be denied in another, as in that of 7. ranſubſtantiation, 


the Reaſon is, becaule one is the Proper Object of our Senſes 
and the other of our Faith. | L 
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1 diſtinguiſhed in my laſt for your better Satisfaction, but 
you are ſilent to that Diſtinction, tho' it is of conſiderable” 
Moment; Therefore Icrave leave to offer it again. F 

You will allow a Difference between a Meflenger. and the 
Meflage ; therefore the means uſed to aflure me of this his 
being a Meſſenger. from God, are not for that Reaſon appli- 
cable to the Things contain d in the Meflage, in order to 

ſuch an Information, as is neceſſary for me to have; ſo one 

Prince that receives a Miniſter from another, muſt have re- 

courſe to his Senſes, for the truth of the Credentials of the. 

Meſſenger; but it does not therefore follow that the Senſes 

muſt bring him to the Knowledge of all that is contain'd in 

the Meflage, and if ſome things be contain'd in the Meſlige 

that are not Objects of the Senſes, and the Senſes could im- 

poſe upon you in miſrepreſenting them, muſt it follow from 

thence that you muſt doubt the truth of the Credentials, 
becauſe the ſame Senſes are their proper Evidence. | 

. Reaſon cannot tell me how Three make One, and becauſe 

my Reaſon is uſed in proof of the Divine Miſſion, muſt it 
tollow from thence that the Truth of the Divine Miſſion 


ought to be queſtion'd.. I ſhall add no more than that 
I am, 8 | 


— 


Sik, Your moſt | 
Humble Servant. 


Tuo. Wills. 


Stn, | | | | Jan. 15, 


XO Rs of the 5th of January is at laſt come to my 
Hands, and I find it conſiſts of Complaints, and ſome 
offers at Argument. As to the Complaints, upon looking ba Kk 
to your Lerter, I find that there is Cauſe for what J ſaid in all 
appearance; but if the Heat of my Youth has made me put a 
wrong Conſtruction on your Words, I beg your Pardon, tho 
it be a Proof that an Oral iſpute was the. moſt 1mproper 
Thing in the World for m to engage in. And this was the 
Reaſon rhat I propoſed rt the preſent Controverſie ſhou'd 
be manag'd by the Pen; ich indeed was not of your ſeeking, 
nor the engaging in it at all of mine. 
| „ | AxqTHER 


ST. 
 Anortnuzr Complaint you make is, That I wor'd not be con- 
"ſider'd as a Member of any Church (et any particular Church you 
ſhou d have ſaid) but wou'd have you under Limitation ;, and theſe. 
call unequal Terms, and wou'd deſtroy all Order, and run the Argu- 
ment into 4 greater Length, than your Time will ſuffer you to go. 

In anſwer to this | fay, that from my Letter it is plain that 
the Reaſon of my ſaying ſo was to ſhorten the Diſpute, by 
cutting off all thoſe Arguments dra vn from Dod or's Opinions 
of this fide or that; which fill ſo many Volumes with Authori- 
tative Argument; which have no manner of intrinſick Force, 
and which you have fall n into in your laft, where yau tell me, 
that many of our moſt conſiderable Divines have allow d, in Conjun- 
(Fon with the Word of God, and the Fathers of all Ages, the Franſ- 
mutation of Bread and Wine into the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 
Now, Sir, to examine the Validity of this Aſſertion, Recourſe 
muſt be had to the Originals of thoſe many Divines of 
ours, and the Fathers of all Ages; or we muft take-them as 
quoted by other Writers. If the former, I think not only 
many Books, but a great deal of Time, and Skill in more than 
one Language are abſolutely neceflary. And the Proof of this 
Point alone wou'd be more prolix by Ten Thouſand Times, 
than the Method I have propoſed (if you wou'd make uſe of 
no more Words, than are abſolutely neceſſary, and keep cloſe 
to the Point) cou'd do if it ſwell'd much more than I have 
reaſon to expect this will do. Or on the other ſide, we muſt 
content our ſelves with the Quotations of others. But then 
what Diſputes muſt ariſe abour the ſincerity of the Quota- 
tions and their Interpretations, ſo that this at laſt muſt re- 
ſolve into a Conſultation of the Origina's, and as incymber'd, 
that is with long Diſquiſitions as I have ſhewn already. On the 
contrary I ſhall ſhew, that I have all a long endeavour'd to 
ſhorten the Diſpute,by throwing off Authorities, and reducing 
fo voluminous and manifold a Diſpute, as that between the 
Churches of Rome and England to that one Point of the Foundation 
of Chriſtianity it ſelf, which is the General that muſt be prov d 
before any Particular can be enter'd upon. „ 
Basis the Terms of exempting the Conſiderations of what 
I ſay, from the Notions of any particular Church, are not ſo 
unequal,as you ſeem to apprehend, ſince every Memberof the 
Church of England is free to examine and judge for. himſelf, 
to accept or reject any Doctrine, however eſpouſed or allow'd: 
by any particular DoQors of that Church, ſince every ay? 
er 


— 
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ber is to be ſav'd by his own Faith, and not that of another; 
on the contrary, you, as a Member of the Romiſh Church, are 
not to Examine any, but to ſubmit to them all as Impoſiti- 
ons of the Church of Rome and her Doctors, and I only aflum'd 
that Privilege of not being concluded by the Teachers of any 
particular Church, to ſhut out the Noify Pretenſions of Au- 
thorities; whereas the Scripture and Reaſon are the only Ar- 
guments that any Proteftant is oblig'd to ſtand by. So that. 
allowing my ſelf to be of the Church of England does not de- 
prive me of that Advantage, ſince that equally allows me to 
reje& whatever appears inconſiſtent with the Word of God, 
and Right Reaſon, which is always conſonant with the Holy 
Scriptures. | 2 5. 
Bor by your inſiſting upon theſe as unequal Terms, it 
looks as if your Church had nothing to ſay againſt any o- 
ther Body or Opinion of Chriſtianity, but againſt thoſe of the 
Church of England, and that you gave up your Cauſe to all 
others who diflent from her. If this be not the Caſe I can 


ſee no inequality in the Terms propoſed by me in my laſt, to 


which you make this Exception. Nay it is plain from what 
I have now urg d, that, as a Member ot the Church of Rngland, 
I have ſtill the fame Privileges I aim'd at in that Exemption, 
by which therefore there was no Injury offer'd you, nor any 
Hardſhips put upon you. Nay, by cutting off Authorities, it 
is plain that the Argument muſt be very much ſhorten d, and 
that Time, which feems ſo precious to you, very much ſay'd. 
Your next Paragraph tells me I hat Truth. be the 
Thing contended for, you cannot ſee why the Method you propoſed . 
ſhou'd be rejected. The Experience you have had aſſures you that it is the 


% 


neareſt way to-it, &C. ö | 
Now I can find no Method propoſed by you at all in the 
laſt Paragraph of your laſt Letter before this, I mean of the 
20th of Decemb. you ſeem to hint at one in theſe Words. 
As I cannot ſippoſe you ſo vain as to diſpute for Victory, I muſt 
tell you, That the only way of arriving at Truth, is to begin at the 
Right End of the Argument, elſe we muſt run a much greater Length,- 
and end with leſs Satisfaction; but if we ſettle that General into 
which this and all other Particulars muſt reſol ve, and then go thorough | 
every Particular in its proper place, your Light through the whole 
will be the ſtronger, and the Arguments abundantly ſhorter, & c. 
Tuxzszs Words are too obſcure to inform us what you call 
the Right End of the Argument, or what Method you defign 
to purine on that Right End: ſo that I cannot diſcover the 
leaſt . 


— 
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leaſt Ground for your Wonder that your Method propoled is 


rejected, when from your Words we cannot find any Method 


at all laid down. 11... -Sor.. 
Bor when 1 ſhall, before the Concluſion of this Letter, lay 
down the Riſe and Progreſs of this preſent Controverſie be- 
tween us, 1 doubt not but that 1 Mall make it appear, that 
we begun at the right end of the Argument, and that it cannot 
be run into that length, with any ſhow of the Love of Truth, 
of which you ſeem ſo very apprehenſ ve. 
I do ſuppoſe that by the Right End of the Argument you 
mean the Infallibiliry of the Church, which if allow'd, indeed, 
wou d fave us the trouble of examining any Particulars at all, 
for to what purpoſe ſhou d we diſpute any Particular Opinions 
of a Church, which we allow 1ntallible in impoſing whatever 
ſhe pleaſes. This J forelaw, and for that Reaſon choſe the 
Point of the Foundation of Chriſtianity, which being eſtabliſh'd, 


the Infallibility of the Church, as by the ſequel will appear, : 


falls to the Ground at once. For having conſider'd that the 
Diſpute about rhe Churches Infallibility have been very vo- 
luminous, and never fairly concluſive; | rather choſe a Point 


that by no means required ſo much Time, and ſuch various 


and diſputed Authorities as the other did; but may be de- 
cided in much fewer Words than have been already made 
uſe of about it, if you wou'd have been 0 candid as to have 
kept as cloſe to the Point as J have done. And this may be 
the Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, that you tell me in the next Para- 


graph, That you ſhall decline Arguing on this Point, viz. Tranſub- 


ſtantiation, till it comes in its proper Place. For there is a General, 
you go on as in the former Letter, into which this Particular muſt- 
reſolve, and in the Settlement of the General the Particular may 
receive a freſh Light that cannot come by any ot her way, &. 

_ Tws: is obſcure as the before quoted Paragraph of your 
former Letter, and I ſuppoſe comes to the ſame Point, that 
Tranſubſtantiation is What you cannot maintain, but by having 
the Infallibility of the Church allow'd you. But that is a Po- 
ſtulation that never can be granted; and never yet was prov'd, 
tho* the Arguments upon that head are ſwell'd into many 
large Volumes, and require the Knowledge of Tongues and 
Books to go thorough. ' Whereas it will be plain from my 
drawing up the Stare of the Queſtion between us, that this 
may be fully diſpatch'd in the compals of a Sheet of Paper. 
$I: . | But 
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Bor all this heing but Conjecture raiſed by the Obſeurity of your Words 
I ſhall not purfoe it, but come to that Word or two you are pleas'd , to 
vouchſafe to offer to my laſt Queſtion— Whether Bread and Wine be not 
.... COT —— ĩð2ß 
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Igram they are (ſay you) but then add.— But what you call Bread and Wine in 
the Sacrament I deny to be ſuch, and therefore cannot allow what is there to be the 


* 


Objects of the Senſes 


- 
; 


Tur Accidents of Bread and Wine remain after Conſecration, but the Species 


are chang d, ſo the Actidents are the Objetts of the Senſes, but the Species are not. 
The Accidents of a Thing are not the T hing it ſelf, therefore the Accidents of Bread 
and Wine are not Bre d and Mine; and tbo the Accidents of Bread and W ne re- 
main, yet the Bread and Wine does not, at many of your moſt conſider able Divines 
have allow'd, 7 Conjunction with the Word of God and the Fathers of all Ages. 
So that the wy are no ways concern d in this Caſe; but i their, Authority were any 
thing here, where wou d the Myſtery be that is allow'd by all to be in the Bleſſed 
Sacrament. e ad i OO e 
| You firſt here grant that Bread and Wine are the Objects of the Senſes, 
and you have formerly granted that the Senſes are infallible Judges of 
their Objects in their proper Poſition, but then you very ſurprizingly-tell_ 
me, that what I call Bread and Wine in the Sacrament you deny to be ſuch. 
Tun was a Greek Philoſopher almoſt as extravagant in his denyals as 
you, and he deny 'd that there was any Motion, all the Refutation he was 
thought worthy of, was to get up and walk before him, Which was a ſuſfi- 
cient proof of Motion. But you are ſtill more extraordinary than this 
whimfical Greet; for when you have juſt own'd that Bread and Wine are 
the Objects of the Senſes. and confeſs d their judgment infallible, you 
preſently deny that to be Bread and Wine which thoſe Evidences declare 
to be ſo. Is not this in one Breath, to own and deny the Infallibility of 
the Senfes, and by Conſequence to deſtroy the Foundation of the Chriſtian 
Religion? For as for Meflenger and Meſſage, Credentials, &c. I ſhall con- 
fute them immediately, after I have gone thorough yet a more. Childiſh 
Argument, <hat is, the diſtinction between the Accident and Subject, which 
you call the Species. CG neon, Tx 
Tas Accidents of Bread and Wine remain, you ſay, after Conſecration, but 
the Species are chang d, ſo the Accidents are the Object of the Senſes, the Species 
. „ 8 
HRE to have been intelligible you ſhou'd have defin'd, that Terms, Acci- 
dents, and Species, Which to all who have not read Ariſtotle are unintelligible 
Words. When firſt the Church of. Rome advanc'd and ſpread this Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation, which was 1200 Years after Chriſt that Church receiv'd 
the Ariſtotelicꝶ Philoſophy, before entirely rejected by the Chriſtian World all 
the Learned among the Primitive Chriſtians being Platoniſts. But when the 
| GEE 1 oo 9 Conn 
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Cunning Men of thoſe Times had found this Diſtin&ion, Ariſtotle s Philo- 
fophy was receiy d and that of Plato tejected. F 
Titus much, in ſhort, of the Hiſtory of this Term Accidents, now to the 
Validity of it. Ariſtotle, among a Thouſand other Dogmatick Afﬀertions 
and Abſurdities' long ſince exploded by all the World, but the Retainers 
of Tranſubſtattiation, diſtinguiſh'd by way of Abſtraft only, between the Ar, 
cidents and the Subject, tho in Reality and Nature there can be no ſach Di- 
ſtinction, fince no Man can form an Idea of Sccidents, ſubſiſting without 
the Subject, ſiuce they are 914 the Appatent Qualities which make up every. 
Subject. As Whiteneſs and the like; but ſince there is no ſuch Thing as White- 
neſs Without inhering in ſome Subject, Of what import is the Diſtin&ion of 


that Accident from its Subject? „ 0 I hike ro 
Now as you have granted that Bread and Wine are the Objects of the 
Senſes, and that thoſe Senſes are infallible, I would defire to know what 
the Eye, the Taſte, the Smell, diſcover in the Bread and Wine before Con- 
ſecration, which they do not dilcover after it? The Eyes ſees the Wafer 
to be a ſmall round piece, the Taſte finds that it reliſhes of Water and 
Flower, and not of thoſe other Taſtes which it finds in common Bread ; the 
Eye judges of the Wine by Colour, the Tongue or Palate diſtinguiſhes it 
to be Wine, and that it is Claret, Tent or any other made uſe of, not Moun- 
tain, Malaga, Madera, Sherry, or French White:Wine ;_and the Smell has 
the ſame difference of Senlations after Conſecration as before. .Now theſe 
are all the Nature of Things, which the Senſes can diſcover in any Subject; 
if there be any more, I defire you wou'd let us know them? But it the 
Senſ.s find the ſame Senſatons after as before Conſecration, the Senſes 
mult judge that they are the ſame Objects without any Change, or elſe the 
Senſes are deceiv'd, and are no infallible Evidences of the Miracles of Chriſt, 
and ſo leave us without any Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion it (elf. 
You tell us, in your Argument, that the Accidents of a Thing are not the 
Thing, that I deny and challenge you to prove any real and intelligible Di- 
ſtinction between them, and till that be prov'd this Argument ef the Acci- 
dents, which has been often contuted beyond a Reply, is of no manner of 
Weight. Nor is there any need of having Recourlſe to thoſe ſtrange incom- 


pcehenſible Proofs cf a Thing, which in it ſelf is not at all, and for which 


dne Word of God has given not the leaſt ſolid Ground, as we ſhall ſoon 

_—_ | N 5 | BE 
Bor, ſay you--- Were. the Authority of the Senſes any thing bere, where wou'd be 
the Myſtery that is allow'd by All to be in the Bleſſed Sacrament ? * 
Ir you had perus'd my laſt with a deſign to anſwer all its Particulars, 
of which you have ſcarce touch'd one, you need not have put any manner 
of Force upon, where wou d then be the Myſtery, &. For there I told you that 
was deny d to be a Myſtery, becauſe all other Myſteries of the — 
| eli- 


Fg 
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- Feligion are in Things, in which the Senſes are not at all concern d, as in che 
be Nature, Mode or Manner of God's Exiſtence, and the Mode and Manner 
* of his Union with the Humane Nature, to an adequate Knowledge of 

8 which God has given us no adequate means ofarriying, nor do they At all 
N interfere e . ß ,, pPÜçr . oo Sen, 
2 lx you had conſider d this you might have ſpar'd the laſt Paragraph of 

0 your Letter, which yet I ſhall not paſs over unanſwer d. "I 
we Bor before we leave this Point, we ought to know what you mean by 
N the Word Myſtery ? Elſe we may fall into a meer Logomachy, and wander 


we know not where. Myſtery is a Word of various Senſes, it is taken in 
an ill Senſe in the Holy Scriptures themſelves, as when it is ſet as a mark 
of the Scarlet Whore of the Seven. Hill d Cuy in the Revelation, It ſignifies 
"{ometimes Rites and Ceremonies, a Sacrament; it was us'd for the Arcana 
of ſome Religions, which were to be kept ſecret by the Priefts only, and not 
divulg'd to the Profane; and the Feaſts of Ceres had this Name. It is there- 
fore neceſſary, that you declare what you mean by this Word Adyftery, 
which you aflert is allow'd by All robe ix the Bleſſed Sacrament. Nay, you muſt 
further ſhow, to keep this Aflertion of yours wit hin the & of Truth, 
that all who allow G Aapery in it both Papiſt and Proteſtant allow it in the 
ſame Senſe of the Word, or elſe you wou'd impoſe a falſe Authority upon 
us, for the maintenance of your Argument, which does not appear wor- 
thy 'of a Iearcheranter Iruth 3D e 
Lou next Paragraph is this Then you wonder why the Infallibityof the Seaſes 
ſhou'd be allam'd in one Inſtance, as in that of the Divine Miſſion, and be deny in 
another, as in that of Tranſubſtantiation. The Reaſon is, one is the proper Object 


* , . 


* 


of our Senſes, and the. other of eur Fit. 

Tur l wonder'd at it then is certain, and that I ftill wonder at it as true, 
becauſe l cannot find the difficulty Are 3. you ſay indeed. that one is 
the proper Object of our Senſes, the other, of our Faith. By the way 1 can 


4 


diſcover no. Oppoſition or Contrariety in the ſame Thing, being che Object 


of our Senſes and our Faith, tho you ſeem to make one. 


* 
a 2 


xxx again you make uſe of the Word proper, in a peculiar Senſe of your 
own, and ſhou'd therefore have defin'd the Term,that you might have been 
underſtood. By the proper Object of our Senſes, I underſtand the Natural 
Object; that is, an Object that afteAs our Senſes with ſome certain Senſation; 
and of this kind I take all Bodies to be, and their AQions and Qualities. 
Farther to explain this, I eſteem all Objeas of our Senſes that we Can or Bo 
See, Hear, Feel, Smell or Taſte, Now tis plain from what has been {aid 
that we See, Feel, Taſte, and Smell the dg and Wine, and that with the 
ſame Senſations after the Conſecration as before, they muſt therefore be the 
natural or proper Objects of the Senſes, in judging of which if: the Senſes 
can be deceiy'd after — we have no certain Proof that they _ 5 
6 2 2 
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be infallible before, ſince their judgment is the ſame both before and after. 
But to deny this Anfallibility of the Senſes, is to deny that we have any cer- 
tain Evidence of the Miracles of Chriſt, which deſtroys. the Chriſtian Religion. 
„Nos toes this render the Bleſſed Sacrament leſs the Object of our Faith, 
ine w hlie ve that Che iſt has inſtituted this Sacra ment as a Commemoration 
of his Death ppon 75 Croſs for the Sins of Mankind, and that he annexed 


C 


py — 


che worthy Rereiving of irt. 
Bur you ſay,” that you diſtinguiſh'd in your laſt for my better Satisfaftion,” and 
that I ani ſilent ro that Diſtinction, tho it is of conſiderable Moment, and therefore you 
rrave leave to offer it again, which you do in theſe Words, e. 7 
Tov will allow; ſay you, a difference-berween a Meſſenger and the. Meſſage, Wl 
therefore the means uſed to aſſure us of this, is (I ſuppoſe you mean) being a A. 
enger, are not for that Reaſon applicable to the Things contain d in the Meſſage, in 
a; hh ſuch an Information as is neceſſary for me to have. So one Prince,that receives = 
# Miniſter from another, muſt have recourſe to his Senſes for the Truth of the Ce- 
denti als of the Meſſenger ;, but it loes not therefore follow, that the Senſes muſe bring 
him to the Knowledge of all that is contain d in the Meſſage ; and if ſome Things : 
be contain'd in the Meſſage that are not Objects of the Senſes and the Senſes ſhou'd 1 
#mpoſe upon you in miſrepreſenting them, muſt it follow from thence, t hat you muſt 
doubt the Truth of the Credentials, becauſe the ſame Senſe are their proper Evidence? 
Stn, if you had minted my two former Letters as much as I have this of 4 
yours, you would not be ſurpriz'd that I took no Notice of the frivolous. A 
Diſtinction between the Meſſage and the Meſſenger, becauſe I had ſuſfici- J 
ently anſwer'd that before in theſe Words 
God, therefore, appealing to the Certainty of the Senſes judging of their Objects in 
their proper Poſition. could eſtabliſh} no Doctrine as the Super ſtrufture, that is, what 
you call the Meſlage, which muſt deſtroy tie very Foundation of the whole + For | 
chat would be to oppoſe bis own Deſign of eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian Religion itſelf, 
for if on one ſide he obliges us to yield our Aſſent to the Miracles, he has been pleas'd 
to perſorin ander Pain sf Reprobation, and on the ather ſide obliges us to believe, 
that thoſe very Foidences deceive ns every day in. an Object in its, true Poſition, under : 
Pain o Damnation; Alan is furt ro be damm l on both ſides; which is a flat Con- 
tradiction, and contrary to the Goodne ſs, nay the Truth of God cannot there ore be true. 
Io this cloſe, this important Argument, you make no Reply, unleſs we 
muſt take this trifling Diſtinction for one, which conſiſts of bare Aſſerti- 
tions without any Proof. In this your laſt Letter of the 5th of Fanuary, you 
add no. Force to it, but the IHuſtration of one Prince's. Miniſter to ano- 
ther, Which can aever bear the weight of an Argument, eſpecially as here 
is one continued” Abſurdity. „5% nn | 7 
What you call the Meſſage, I call the Doctrines built'as a Superſtructure 
on his Miſſion ; and if a Meſlage contains any thing deſtructive of the 
Credentials of the Meſſenger, one or both mult be falſe. _Youſay a FINS 


% 


n) . 
that receives a-Meflage from another muſt have Recourſe to his den ſes ſos 
the Truth of his Credentials of the Meſſenger; bur {ay you it does not 
therefore follow that the Senſes mult bring to the Knowledge of all that is 
contain'd in the Meſſage, &c, But with ſubmiſſion to your more Sega tious 
Penetration, Sir, | know of no other means a Prince has toarrive at the e: 
age it ſelf, but his Senſes of Hearing and Seeing, and if a Meſſenger ſhall 
ppeal to his Eyes or his Ears to prove his Credentials, I believe the 
prince would think himſelf but ſcurvily us'd, if the Uſe of his Senſes 
ould be deny'd him in hearing or reading the Adeſſage ; for that is the 
aſe before us; the Ey es and Ears are equally neceflary in both the Cre- 
dential and the Meſſage. If therefore your Illuſtration come not up to what 
you mean, it will much.leſs come up to an Argument worth any Man's 
; otice. 19 k 2, g | | | 5 5 : 3 
But you go on to ſalve this, and if ſome things be contain d in the Meſſage, 
hat are not the Object of the Senſes, and the Senſes ſhould impoſe upon you in 
miſrepreſenting them; muſt it follow from thence, e muſt doubt o, the Cre- 
entials, becauſe the ſame Senſes are their proper Evidences. | | 
But, Sir, we have already prov'd that the Bread and Wine is as much the 
proper or natural Object of the Senſes after Conſecration as before, and 
hat the Senſes make the ſame judgment of them, and ſo the Senſes are 
mpos'd on, and do not impoſe upon us; that is, the Senſes that a Mi- 
jute before are confeſs'd proper Evidences of the ſame 1 hing are immedi-. 
tely deceiv'd, and render incompetent Judges; and this is (if any thing 
e ſo) to make the Senſes fallible and infallible. And I believe no Prince 
ould have much regard to any Ambaſtador's Creaentials, who ſhould _ 
roduce his Kings Seal for the Validity of them, and then bring his. 
Ling's Seal to contradict itſell. Your concluding Stroke is extraordinary. 
Reaso0x, (you ſay) cannot tell how Three makes One, and becauſe my Reaſen 
uſed in Proof of a Divine Miſſiion, muft it fellow from thence, that the Truth 
the Divine Miſſion ought to be qreſtion'd,, | 
Tis Argument realy is no more than this, becauſe Reaſon does not pre- 
end to imiorm me of the Mode and Manner of God s Exiſtence that is, 
bes not meddle in an Object where it bas by the Conſent of all Men no- 
ing io do; therefore it muſt be deceiv'd and miflead me where it as a. 
Woper judge. e | | 8 1 
Alas J Sir, whoever pretended that Reaſon was to tell us in what Man- 
er, and how Three is One in the Trinity? And whoever pretended that 
eaſon ſhou?d nor conclude that Chrift had .a Divine Miſſion, when his 
jarcles had convinc'd the infallible Evidences, the Senſes, that he cou'd 
dme from none but God? Is there any parallel in the Caſe ? Or is there 
e leaſt Shadow of an Argument in this your laſt Paragraph. Where yeu: 
ake the Judgment of Things as proper Objects, the ſame as when they 
te not proper Objects; nay, that never by any. ſide wereacknowledg'd to 
be” 
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de ſo. But when we wander from Truth and are tenitfous of Error, A, 


- ticulars; and the Infallibility of the Church can never be diſcuſs'd till ye 


(54) 


Cit 
- ſurdities muſt of neceſſity follo x' ine Th POOLE g1 
Tubs, Sir, I have been at the Pains of going thorough your long Lette t! 
with ſo great a Particularity, that it has ſwell'd: mine much beyond th t! 
Compaſs that the Validity xd 8 Arguments requir'd. But to prevem v 
any ſuch Directions for the future, and to ſhew that the Diſpute 1 b d! 
os'd in the beginning might have been compriz d in a much lefs Extem t! 
than that to which it is arrived, and that it might be much ſhorter ie. 4: 
di dly handled than any other can be I ſhall lay down the ſtate of the Que. cc 
ſtioy as I propos'd it, and the Progreſs we have made in it to this Time, 
Is my ſirſt, after a ſhort: Introduction, I told you that all Diſpute àabom t' 
the particular Divifions of the Chriſtian Religion ſeem very fuperſtuous, ti 1 
the Foundation of the whole be certainly eſtabliſn d. So that it is to 8 
purpoſe to diſpute whether the Greek Church or Latin, the Armenian or thlllil / 
Arrian, the Proteſtant or the Roman, be the true Church out of which then C 
is no Salvation, till we know whether Chriſt Jeſus, who tounded ſom c: 
Church, was ſent from God or Not. TTT a 


Tuts therefore is the State of the Queſtion, and that the moſt genen 
that can be, containing under it all other Qneitions whatſoever, which 
are of no manner of Conſequence till this is decided. Ms 
Forum to ſhew that l have from the beginning propos'd the right en 
of the Queſtion, you muſt reflect that it is tre moſt general of all othe; 
as naturally claiming the firſt Place and containing underit all otherPar 


know that there is any Church at all; for unleſs Chrift Jeſus be proy'd will 
be ſent from God, he cou'd found no Church at all that cou'd lay any 0h 
I'gation on Mankind. | —: STI 0 
To what purpoſe wou'd it be to tell a Jew or a Deiſt that our Church isi 
fallible, when he ſhall reply, Iknow of no Church either fallible or infall 
ble; you propoſe to prove Chriſt ſent by God from the Miracles he yet 
form'd, which all depends on the Infallibility of the Senſes judging of thei 
proper Objects in their true Poſition; and then you tell us thofe Eyes wn 
deceiv'd, and take that for Bread and Wine which in reality are not ſo 
and thus you make the Evidences you bring for the Divine _— an Hun 
dred thouland Times deceiv'd for once telling us Truth. Evidence lik 
this no common Court of Judicature wou'd allow, and how then can can 
Man of Reaſon in ſo important a Point. ION 
You wou'd tell him that the Accidents were the Objects of the Eyes, Eat 
Smell, &c. and not the Subjects. He wou'd plainly tell you. that unleſs 50 
Spoke to be underſtood there was no Agreeing with you or Diſagree 
ſince what is not Intelligible is not the Object of the Underſtand ing, al 
by conſequence of Belief; that he knows no Exiſtence of what you call 
_ | 7 e NY ; 1 . &* £99 "BR 
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cident without their Subject, and perhaps very merriiy (tor indeed this Ar- 
ument deſerves no better Reply than a Laughter)fay,l hope you will grant 
that if I lay my Cane aÞout you, that I beat nothing but the Accidents, but 
the Subject being another thing, I did not beat Mr. Nh. I am afraid it 
wou'd be a poor Plea in an Action of Battery to tell the Juelges, that you 
did not beat John- a Nooks tho? you broke his Head, his Arm or the like, but 
that you only beat the Accidents. But indeed if we allow that the Acci- 
dents are not the Things as you aflert, there -wou'd ſcarce be a Crime that 
cou'd be pro d on the molt} S“ . ey 
Bor you will fay perhaps that the State of the Queſtion is different be- 
tween a Chriſtians, nay and a Church of England-Man, and a Jem or Deiſt; 
ſince here the Miſſion is agreed on, but not with the Few or Deiſt. Bur, 
Sir, if you deprive us of that Evidence by which we were only made Chri- 
ſtians, in taking away the abſolute Certainty of the Senſes, you muſt of 
Courſe render us Jews, Deifts or Atheifts, by bringing in an Uni verſal- Scepti- 
ciſm. So that {til} the ſtate of the Cale is the ſame between you and me, 
as between you and a Deiſt or Jew: For being a Chriſtian from my Belief of 
the Divine Mijjion of Chriſt, which is only prov'd by the Senſes afluring of 
me of the great and wonderful Miarcles that God did in his Favour, when 
once you tell me that thoſe Senles are not always certain Judges of their 
true and natural Objects, I can truſt them in nothing, and io fall naturally 
into Deiſm, at leaſt if not into Atheiſn. I his is the blefied Effect of your Ob- 
flinate Adheſion to a Doctrine as unneceffary as abſurd, nay impious; by 
impoſing an Obligation on the People of committing the moſt direct and 
tormal Idolatry, that ever People were guilty of, by adoring that little 
bit of Wafer as the great and terrible as well as good God, who made the 
Heaven and Earth and all Things in them, | | 
Tuis is indeed a Myſtrey with a Vengeance; but it is one of the Beaſt, a 
Myſtery of Iniquity, of Idolatry. Is there not Myſtery enough in the 
bleſſed Sacrament, when we allow that Piece of Conſecrated Bread con- 
veys to the worthy Receiver of it ſuch Benefits from God. If Myſtery be a 
hidden Thing, I think the Manner and the Thing cou'd never diſcover any }. - 
ſuch Virtue in it; and only a lively Faith in Chr: Feſus. and a thorogh Be- 
lief of his Words cou'd eſſect it. More Myitery than this is only Idolatry, 
and let whatever Doctor, Proteſtant, ar Popiſh, ſtretch his hy perbolical Vene- 
ration any thing beyond it, I know ofno Duty incumbent on any Man to 
ſtand by it or vindicate it but himſelf. For the Fathers of the. Church 
both Ancient and Modern were but Men, and Men viſibly ſubject to Pai- 
lions, and were therefore fallible, and we having the fame Word of God, 
the ſame Benefit of Reaſon, and as proper Perſons to confult that Word of 
God as they were, and to fix our own Faith on the Truth of the Goſpel, and 
not their Interpretations of it. eſpecially when they lead plainly to 1dela- 
;ry, and the deſtruction of Chriſtianity. it ſelf. 6 
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Ax Order to the Proof of this firſt and moſt general Queſtion, I asd 

Whether Chriſt Jeſus was ſent from God of Not: 
ſent from God, and in- 


To this, you in ſubſtance, reply'd, That he was | 

ſtance his Miracles, among other Things, as a Proof of this Miſſion: To this 
in ſubſtance I rejoyned that that was no Proof which can deceive us; the 
Proof ofa Thing being a certain Evidence of its Truth,by which we cannot 
be deceiy*d,all.others being but meer Probabilities. I therefore ask'd again 
whether you meant that the Miracles of Chriſt were an infallible Proof, that 
Chriſt had his Miſſion from God himſelf? To this you reply that the Mir 
cles of Chriſt are the Voice of Heaven, and ſay that they amount to as 
certain a Proof as can be of a Thing. Upon this I again demanded hoy 
we are to know: when a Miracle is performd ? That. is, how we knoy 
whether the Dead are raiſed, the Lame Walk and the Blind See, and the 
Aike, and in this Letter l own the Fact to be undeniable. _. * 
To this Queſtion: you reply thus,— As to the certainty of a Mir 
cle lam to ſay, that if I ſaw a Child of mine Dead and laid in his Grave, 
ance he were to be reſtor d tome again, ſo me Days or Week after, I think 
Jought not to doubt of a Miracle being wrought in his Reſtoration. _ 
Tuis ſeeming not without ſome Reſerve by the faintneſs of the Expreſ: 
Hon, 1 again demanded whether the Jews were infallibly certain that'thoſk 
Miracles of Chriſt were actually done, that is, that they cou'd not be de- 
ceiv'd in what they ſaw ? ES : „ 
Ar laſt you expreſly allow that the Jews were infallibly aflur'd of the rea. 
lity of our Savour's Miracles, that is, that their Eyes, &c. cou'd not be de- 

ceiv'd in their proper Objects, and thoſe in their proper Poſition 
Fon hence l infer, thus God therefore appealing to the certainty of the 
_ Senſes, judging of their Objects in their proper Poſition, cou'd eſtabliſh no 
Doctrine, as the Superſtructure which muſt deſtroy the Certainty of the 
very Foundation of the whole, &c. And that any Church that impolesan 
Article of Faith and Terms ofS alvation which deſtroy this infallible Ei. 
dence of the Chriſt ian Religion itſelf cannot be a Chriſtian Church; and then! 
ask whether the Church of Rome does not do this in impoſing Tranſubſi anti 
ation, w hich obliges us to believe that what ourſelves afſure us to be Bread 

and Wine is not ſo, but the real Body and Blood of Chriſt. 

To this you make no other reply, but it is a Myſtery (without telling 
what you mean by Myſtrey) and that it is the Obje& of Faith and not of 
the Senſes; and that the Accidents {a word of no manner of meaning) are 
the Ohjects of the Senſes and not the Species. And make a Diſt inction be- 
tween the Proof of the Miſſon and the Meſlige of the Perfon ſent, which 
is after your way illuſtrated with an abſurd Compariſon of an Ambaſſa- 
dor ofone Prince to another, which will not hold with it ſelf, and can there: 

. ſore be no manner of Proof of any thing elſe. | 1 10 
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mee prov'd that the Bread and Wine after Confecration, raile the ſame Stnfutions: © © 
they Ao before, and that if | 


; re, 2 they are not the fame, that then the Senſes are not inan | 
ble judges of their Natural Objects; that is, of what they Kee, feel, kalte, ſmell, bur 
every Senſe is deceived in its proper Operation: So that the certainty of Chriffs Mira- 
elee, the proof of his Divine Mriſion is by this Doctrine perfectly deſtreyed. I fan 

l | gments of the Senſes on the Objects ef the Conſecrated Wafet t,, 
which yet yott will allow infallible, viz: When the Eye ſees 30 or 106 Confecrated = 5 
Wafers on the Pattin or Diſh, that the Prieft deliver them from to the Communi- - . 
cants, it infallibly determines that each Waſer is not an hundred foot Diameter, nor of 
a Cadical, Spiral, Hexagonal, but of a circular Ferm; that it is White, not Black, ner 
Blue, Green, or the like, And the Tate infallibly determines, that it has rehth ef 
that fort of Bread, and not of Pork, Matton, Oxymel of Squils, and the like. Now 
by this means the Senſes are fallible and infallibie in the very tame Object, as theſe 
Decifions plainly evince, that thofe very Wafers by this Judgment (that you your- 
ſelf muſt allow to be certain) are the true and natural Objects of thoſe den ſes. 

To make them therefore fallible, is to deſttoy the Truth of the Chrifian Religion, 
which to eſtabliſh was the Queſtion noted for bur Diſpnte, and which never can 
be eſtablifh'd as long as Tran «b4antiation is allow'd 3. which muſt be falſe, or the 
Chriſtian Religion wit font any Foundation — | 

As for the Words of Chrif, on the litteral Senſe of which you build alt theſe Abfur- 
dities, they can be of no manner of weight to prove this Doctrine, unleſs ycu can de - 
monſtrate, that all the Texts of Scripruxe are to be underftood literally, which no Man, 
nor eren you your ſelf, I dare believe, would pretend, fince he calls himſelf a Door, 
a Vine, and the Way, which you will grant wry e Expreſſions ; but certainly 
there never can be a better-Realon againſt a. literal-Senſe of any Texts of Scripture, than 


when that Senſe deſtroys the Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion itſelf, and by conſe: 
quence the Authority of thoſe very Texts themſelves. 


I mult therefore again conjure you by the God of Truth, to ſubmit to ſo evident a 
Truth as ſupports the very Being of Chriſtianity it ſelf, and to think no more of Com- 
munion with that Church,. which cannot maintain ber uſurp'd Infallibility, but by 
rendring. precarious, nay abiolutly uncertain, the very Foundation of Chriſtianity, with- 
aut which there can be no Church at all. T _— VVV 
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